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*** 
Abdrisaev Baktybek 

 
Baktybek Abdrisaev from February 11th, 1997 until March 28th, 2005, served as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kyrgyz Republic to USA and 
Canada. After graduating from the Bishkek Polytechnic Institute as an engineer with 
degree in computer sciences in 1980, he pursued his graduate studies and obtained a 
Ph.D. degree in Applied Physics from the Institute of Electronics, Academy of Sciences 
of Belarus (1990). His professional career includes scientific activities at Bishkek 
Polytechnic Institute and Institute of Physics, National Academy of Sciences of 
Kyrgyzstan, when in 1990 he held the position of Associate Professor. 
His diplomatic career began in 1992 with his appointment to the position of expert in the 
International Affairs Department of the Presidential Administration and further 
promotion to its directorship in 1993. Dr. Abdrisaev was also a Member of the Kyrgyz 
Parliament from March 1995 until March 2000. 
Since August 1st, 2005 Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaev is working as Distinguished Visiting 
Professor at the Department of History and Political Science at Utah Valley State 
College, USA. He is an author of the book “Kyrgyzstan’s Voice in Washington,” Global 
Scholarly Publications & Utah Valley State College, 2005, one in press and has more 
than eighty articles related to both science of applied optics as well as international 
relations and diplomacy. 
 

• Designation:                             Distinguished Visiting Professor 
• Organization:                            History and Political Science Department,  

  Utah Valley State College 
• Expertise:                                  International Relations, Diplomacy, Sustainable 

                                                              Development   
• Areas:                                        CIS, Central Asia and Kyrgyzstan 
• Postal Address:                          800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT, 84058 
• Phone:                    801-863-8351 
• Email:                                        Official: Baktybek.Abdrisaev@uvu.edu 

   Personal: abdrisaev05@yahoo.com 
 

*** 
His Excellency Mr. Acharya Madhu Raman 

 
His Excellency Mr. Madhu Raman Acharya is the Ambassador / Permanent 
Representative of Nepal to the United Nations, since August 2005.  Acharya has been 
elected Chairman of the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) for the 
sixty-first session of the UN General Assembly (2006-07). Prior to his current 
appointment, Mr. Acharya was his country’s Foreign Secretary from 2001 to 2005 and, 
before that, he served as Ambassador to Bangladesh (1998-2001).  In 1997-1998, he was 



Deputy Chief of Mission in New Delhi, India, and, in 1996-1997, served as Joint 
Secretary in Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  During the 1990s, he participated in 
United Nations missions in Cambodia (1992-93), South Africa (1994) and Liberia 
(1997). Mr. Acharya began his career in 1982 as Assistant Lecturer at his alma mater -– 
Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu.  In 1983, he was appointed a Section Officer in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, where he remained until 1990.  He joined the Ministry of 
Finance in 1990 as Assistant Secretary, and from 1993 to 1996 he was Under-Secretary 
of Finance. He holds Master degrees in science and public administration from Tribhuvan 
University and is the author of some books including “Nepal: Culture Shift!” published in 
2001 and “Business of Bureaucracy” published in 2002. Born on 24 February 1957 in 
Udayapur, Nepal, he is married to Dr. Geeta Sharma Acharya, who is also assistance 
professor of biology in Nepal’s Tribhuvan University. They have two children. 
 

• Designation:                           Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United 
Nations    

• Organization:                          Permanent Mission of Nepal to the United Nations 
• Postal Address:      820 Second Avenue, Suite 17B 

New York, NY 10017                    
• Phone:               212-370-3988/89  
• Fax:      212-953-2038 
• Email:      nepal@un.int                                       

 
*** 

Ackah Rose 
 

Rose Ackah, Executive Director of Women and Youth Forum for Sustainable 
Development, is a Gender Activist and a Community Development Officer. Her work 
includes Project Management, Micro-Credit Management, Human Resource 
Development in Alternative Livelihood Skills and Municipal Revenue Mobilization.  
As the Executive Director for the WYFSD, she has been managing projects on building 
capacities of women in rural and deprived communities in Ghana in Alternative 
Livelihood and Income Generating Skills through training and provision of access to 
relevant equipment, tools and information. 
She has also worked with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
United Nations Volunteers as a United Nation Volunteer (UNV) for the past five years as 
a Domestic Development Officer in Tanzania to improve the livelihoods of women, and a 
Revenue Mobilization Officer to improve municipal revenue base and management in the 
Tema Municipality Assembly (TMA) in Ghana  
She recently coordinated the development of a TMA/UNDP/UNV follow-up project 
proposal on providing support to improve municipal revenue in TMA.  
She worked for 24 years with the Ghana Education Service as a Senior Superintendent of 
Education. 
 

• Designation:                              Executive Director 
• Organization:                            Women and Youth Forum for Sustainable 

  Development 



• Expertise:                                  Economic Empowerment, Education and Health 
     Improvement 

• Areas:                                        Ghana 
• Postal Address:                          P.O. Box 478 , Taifa-Accra , Ghana 
• Phone:       +233-242-934-12, +233-244-449-91 
• Email:                                       Official: womenandyouth@yahoo.com 

  Personal: roseduku@yahoo.com 
 
 

*** 
Aidaraliev Asylbek 

 
Asylbek Aidaraliev, M.D., Institute of Medical and Biological Problems (Moscow, 
Russia) 1979. Current position of him is the President of International University of 
Kyrgyzstan and Official Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic on 
Sustainable development of Mountain Regions of the Kyrgyz Republic. His research 
areas are Applied Human Physiology; Policy of Education and Science. Aidaraliev has 
issued more than 200 publications. These are some of his publications: Medico-
Biological and Social Aspects of Human Vital Activity in the North. In: Arctic research -
Advances and prospects (1990), part 2, Leningrad, pp. 338-372.; Higher Education 
Reforms in Kyrghyzstan: perspective of introduction of USA universities experiences. 
“Problems of Central Asian Higher Schools Integration into International 
Education“(Rectors Seminar of Central Asian Higher Schools), Bishkek, 1997; Problems 
of Quality Evaluation in Higher Education.  “Problems of Effective Quality of Higher 
Education in Context of Socio-Economic Transformation in Central Asia” (Rectors 
Seminar of Central Asian Higher Schools), Bishkek, 1998; The Processes of 
Democratization and Legal Aspects of the World Economic Activity. “Democratic 
processes in Central Asia: Experience and Perspectives”, Bishkek, 1999.  
 

• Designation:                             President 
• Organization:                            International University of Kyrgyzstan  
• Expertise:                                  Sustainable Mountain Development   
• Areas:                                        CIS, Central Asia and Kyrgyzstan 
• Postal Address:                          255 Chui Prospect, 720001, Bishkek,  

  Kyrgyz Republic  
• Phone:                       0996-312-21-83-35 
• Fax:       0996-312-21-77-47 
• Email:                                       iuk@mail.elcat.kg, iuk@mail.elcat.kg 

 
*** 

Aitkulova Elmira 
 

Elmira Aitkulova is a leading specialist on management of the Prime Minister’s office of 
the Kyrgyz Republic. She has wide-range experience on management of social service 
for the population. During last couple of years she achieved a number of successes in 
professional carrier: she has now extensive experience of work with the Members of the 



Kyrgyz Parliament; she supervised a number of international and country-level events. 
She represented also her department in the organizing committee for the preparations to 
the Mountain Summit in Kyrgyzstan. She is an author of several scientific publications 
on social work and psychology and was a co-author of annual reports on situation of 
women and children in Kyrgyzstan. She has a number of awards for organizing effective 
work of the Prime Minister’s office. Married, mother of two children. 
 

• Designation:                           Senior expert    
• Organization:                          Social and cultural development department 

Prime-minister’s office of the Kyrgyz Republic, 
• Postal Address:      Government House, 720003, Kyrgyz  Republic  
• Phone:    996-312-63-89-13 
• Fax:     996-312-66-66-58, 66-66-59 
• Email:     elmira_aitkulova@yandex.ru 

 
*** 

Akmatalieva Tcholpon 
 

Graduate of the Department of Philosophy and  Economy at Kazakh State University 
(1985), she worked as the Instructor (1985-1987) at the Department of Political Science 
and  Professor (1991-1995) at the Department of Philosophy at Kyrgyz Technical 
University (Bishkek).  
She defended her dissertation on Women Issues at Moscow State University  (1991). She 
worked as an Expert of the International Institute of Strategic Studies in Bishkek (1995-
1996) and attended College of Strategic Studies and Defense Economy in Marshall 
Center (Garmish-Partenkirchen, Germany) in 1996. 
She wrote several articles on Women’s movement and Democracy in Kyrgyzstan and 
post soviet countries. She was actively involved in number of local and international 
Conferences in Central Asia, Russia and USA.   
Currently she is a visiting scholar at the Women’s Research Institute at Brigham Young 
University, Utah. 
 

• Designation:                             Visiting Scholar 
• Organization:                            Women's Research Institute,  

  Brigham Young University 
• Expertise:                                  Women Issues, Sustainable  

                                                              Development   
• Areas:                                        CIS, Central Asia and Kyrgyzstan 
• Postal Address:                          1063 JFSB, Provo, Utah 84602 
• Phone:      801-422-4609 
• Email:                                       Official: Tcholpon@byu.edu 

 Personal: tcholpon06@yahoo.com 
 
 

*** 
Anderson Jeni 



 
Jeni Anderson is a junior student at UVSC.   She has a great interest in world affairs.  She 
was raised in Saudi Arabia and has been returning back and forth since she moved to the 
United States.  Her father is still stationed there as an employee of Aramco, the 
kingdom’s oil company.  In writing this paper, she will be not only writing from 
experience, but from a woman’s point of view.  She went to an international school for 
the majority of her life and the stories from her friends are endless on the treatment of 
women.  In writing this paper she has learned more about the country she calls home. 
 

• Designation:     Senior Student with Major in Political Science  
• Organization:     Utah Valley University  
• Email:     blueneteye@yahoo.com 

 
 

*** 
Armstrong Melanie 

 
Melanie Armstrong is a PhD candidate in the Department of American Studies at the 
University of New Mexico. Her meandering academic career has taken her through 
studies of Polish women in mass media, Smokey Bear, National Parks, and bioterrorism, 
while side trips into the “real world” have included work as a park ranger and pastry chef. 
Her work considers the social origins of nature, science, and the environment, attending 
particularly to the influences of gender, race and class in shaping perceptions of the 
natural world. She has particularly tried to integrate her experiences working for six years 
with the National Park Service into her academic pursuits, recognizing National Parks as 
a critical site of American identity and also a gendered space. With the time she should 
have spent writing her dissertation, she wrote Gingerbread Tracks and Pine Needle Pasta, 
a cookbook integrating the cultural history of Yellowstone National Park with recipes 
collected from the park, including the many women of the past and present who call 
Yellowstone home. Recently, her focus has shifted to the critical role of science and 
scientific practice in constructing “nature,” and her dissertation on biological terrorism 
takes this question into the contemporary American situation to further consider how 
perceptions of nature shape public and private lives. 
 

• Designation:                             PhD Candidate 
• Organization:                            Department of American Studies,  

         University of New Mexico  
• Postal Address:                         310 Ortega Hall 

  1 University of New Mexico 
  Albuquerque, NM 87131 

• Phone:      505-715-1344 
• Email:                                       mel@unm.edu, melarmstrong@email.com 

 
*** 

Bahuguna Anjli 
 



Anjali Bahuguna is a Professor of Economics in H.N.B. Garhwal University Srinagar, 
Garhwal, and Uttaranchal, India. She is Ph.D from Meerut University (1979). Her work 
encompasses, Science & technology related issues for mountain women, gender 
empowerment & human development & rural development. Most recently, she presented 
a paper on ‘Rural Community Empowerment in India: Some Issues’ at the 4th 
International Rural Network Conference, June 19-24, 2005, South West Virginia 
Education Center Abingdon, Virginia U.S.A. and contributed a paper on ‘Rural Poverty 
& Anti Poverty programmes in India. A Review (17-18 February, 2007, in the 
International Seminar on structure of Poverty & Public Policy with special reference to 
SAARC & other capital  poor countries at M. G. Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi (U.P.) India. 
She will be performing research this summer in the area on women empowerment in the 
mountain region of Himalayas. 
 

• Designation:                             Professor of Economics 
• Organization:                            H.N.Bahuguna Garhwal University  
• Postal Address:                         P. Box-62 Srinagar (Garhwal), 

  Pin 246174, Uttaranchal, India  
• Email:                                        bahugunaanjali@yahoo.co.in 

 
 

*** 
Ballif-Spanvill Bonnie 

 
Dr. Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill is a professor of psychology and director of the Women's 
Research Institute at Brigham Young University. After twenty-five years as a professor 
and department chair in the graduate school of Fordham University at Lincoln Center in 
New York City, she returned to her alma mater in 1994. Her research publications and 
papers on human emotion in motivation for learning earned her Fellow status in both the 
American Psychological Association in 1984 and the Association for Psychological 
Science in 1987. Her motivation model identifies interactions between affective states 
and cognitive functioning in order to determine conditions most conducive to accelerated 
information processing and performance improvement. 
Dr. Ballif-Spanvill is currently using her understanding of motivation to address 
development problems caused by illiteracy and poverty in the villages of 
Ouelessebougou, Mali. She is also using her model of motivation to break 
intergenerational cycles of domestic violence, reduce violence in children's conflicts, and 
curtail aggression between peoples. 
 

• Designation:     Director, 
• Organization:     Women’s Research Institute, 

Brigham Young University, 
• Postal Address:    337 SWKT, Brigham Young University,  

Provo, Utah  84602 
• Phone:     801-422-4609 
• Email:     Bonnie_Ballif-Spanvill@byu.edu 

 



 
*** 

Bonner Elena 
 

Elena Bonner was born on February 15, 1923, in Merv, Turkmenistan. She grew up in the 
restless, cosmopolitan atmosphere of the Hotel Luxe on Gorky Street, which lodged 
important foreign Communists working in Moscow.  She finished high school in 
Leningrad, volunteered as a nurse when war broke out, was wounded twice, and was 
honorably discharged in 1945 as a lieutenant and a disabled veteran. After two years of 
intensive treatment, the loss of vision caused by her wartime injury was brought under 
control, and she enrolled in the First Leningrad Medical Institute. After graduation, she 
worked as a pediatrician, a district doctor, and a free-lance author and editor.  
She mingled with the generation of writers and artists who had been inspired by the post-
Stalin thaw, but she also helped prisoners and their families. Elena met Andrei Sakharov 
in October 1970 when both were attending the trial of human rights activists in Kaluga.  
By August 1971 friendship turned into love, and in January 1972 they formally registered 
their marriage.  She took early retirement as a disabled war veteran and devoted herself to 
Sakharov, serving as his chief of staff and secretary as well as cook. She also became 
Sakharov's ambassador to the world at large. She represented him at the 1975 Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo; reported on her visits to Italy, France, and America; and 
after his January 1980 exile, served as his sole link with Moscow and the West until May 
1984, when she too was barred from leaving Gorky. In August 1984, she was tried by a 
Gorky court, found guilty of "anti-soviet agitation" and sentenced to exile.  
But a love story deserves a happy ending - on December 15, 1986, a telephone was 
installed in their Gorky apartment. The next day it rang for the first time, and Mikhail 
Gorbachev personally asked the Sakharovs to return to Moscow. They arrived at the 
Chkalov Street apartment on December 23, 1986. The curtain was raised for the next act. 
Since Andrei Sakharov's death in December 1989, Elena Bonner has continued the 
campaign for democracy and human rights in Russia. She joined the defenders of the 
Russian parliament during the attempted coup of August 1991, and lent her support to 
Yeltsin during the constitutional crisis of 1993, but in 1994, in protest against the war in 
Chechnya, she resigned from the Presidential Human Rights Commission. She writes 
frequently for the Russian and American press on issues of human rights and democracy 
in the former Soviet Union. She has campaigned tirelessly in defense of self- 
determination for the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh and for all the peoples of the 
former Soviet Union. 
Dr. Bonner has published a number of books in the United States and in Russia. 
 

• Designation                    Chairperson, 
The Andrei Sakharov Foundation 

• Postal Address                7112 Wesley Rd., Springfield,  
VA, 22150, USA 

• Email address                 alex@alsi-inc.net 
 

*** 
Bradford Joel 



 
Joel Bradford is Assistant Professor of Environmental Management at Utah Valle State 
College. He is a graduate student at the University of Utah in Anthropology.  He takes 
UVSC students twice a year to participate in humanitarian sustainable development 
projects in Mexico. He has been involved in many clean water and micro-credit projects. 
He has just completed a video documentary titled “Learning Through International 
Service” He was also involved in the production of “Small Fortunes” which aired 
nationally on PBS last year. His current research is on the use of slow and rapid sand 
filters to clean water in small developing villages 
 

• Designation:     Assistant Professor   
• Organization:     Department of Earth Science 

Director of the Apprenticeship Program  
Utah Valle State College 

• Expertise:     Sustainable development, access to clean water and 
microcredit projects 

• Areas:     Latin America and Africa 
• Postal Address:    800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058 

USA 
• Phone (home):    801-863-8744 
• Fax:     801-863-7046 
• Email:     Joel.Bradford@uvu.edu 

 
*** 

Bridwell Ernest R. 
 

“Ric” Bridwell recently completed a Visiting Fellowship at the University of Montana in 
the Central and Southwest Asia Department, Missoula, Montana and consults with 
universities, state government, embassies and the military concerning relations with the  
Kyrgyz Republic.  
Mr. Bridwell retired from the United States Army in 2004 after serving thirty-seven years 
in Infantry and Aviation specialties. He is qualified in three Army Helicopters and the 
recipient of numerous military awards from the United States and Kyrgyz Military. His 
last six years of service were in the position of Coordinator of the Montana –Kyrgyzstan 
State Partnership Program. 
Mr. Bridwell has made nineteen trips to Central Asia and coordinated numerous visits by 
Kyrgyz Delegates to the U.S.to further military and civilian contacts for past and future 
opportunities and to cooperate in many areas of mutual interest. 
Mr. Bridwell has a Bachelor of Arts, Liberal Arts with an area of concentration in 
Political Psychology through Carroll College and the University of New York Regents 
College and is the graduate of many military schools to include the Warrant Officer 
Advanced and Senior Courses. 
Ric is married with two sons and three grandsons. 
 

• Designation:     Montana Honorary Consul to the Kyrgyz Republic 
• Organization:     Montana 



• Expertise:     State Partnership Coordinator, 1999-2004 
• Areas:     Kyrgyz Republic 
• Postal Address:    6515 York Rd., Helena, MT 59602 
• Phone (home):    406-474-3852 
• Cell:      406-459-0352 
• Email:     brid1@hotmail.com 

 
*** 

Brimkulov Ulan 
 

Ulan Brimkulov is Professor in computer science and information technologies and   
Dean of computer technologies department, Kyrgyz National University. Currently he is 
a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the University of Michigan. He holds his Ph.D (1978) and 
Doctor of Science Degrees (1992) from the Moscow Energy University. He is a Member 
of ICT Council under the President of the Kyrgyz Republic. His most recent publications: 
Developing Distance Education at the Kyrgyz National University (2005), Computer and 
Internet (2004), Information Technologies in the Kyrgyz Republic (2004), Human 
Resources Development on the basis of Information Technologies (2004), Development 
of Human Resources in the field of Information and Communication Technologies 
(2001). 

• Designation:     Professor in computer sciences, 
Dean of the computer technologies school 

• Organization:     Kyrgyz National University 
• Postal Address:     328, Abdymomunova Street, Bishkek,  

720033, Kyrgyzstan 
• Phone:     +996-312-660-94;  +996-312-545-55(home) 
• Email:     bun2005@netmail.kg 

 
*** 

Brinton Carl 
 

Carl Brinton is an undergraduate student of Asian studies and economics at Brigham 
Young University. He has worked for the past year with the WomanStats Project, which 
is compiling a database on the status of women that is the largest in the world. Containing 
more than 240 variables and over 170 countries, the project was just accepted by the 
United Nations as an important partner in the Inter-Agency Network on Women and 
Gender Equality (IANWGE). On the project, Brinton has specialised on researching 
women's access to divorce and the disparity between laws protecting women and the 
realities of violence against women. Brinton will be interning for the International Trade 
Centre in Geneva, Switzerland this spring helping exporting sectors of developing 
countries become more competitive on the global market. Later this summer, he will also 
be interning for the World Health Organisation in Manila, Philippines as it seeks to assess 
the impacts of its programmes and policies on Asia's women. 
 

• Designation:     Undergraduate student, 
Asian studies and economics  



• Organization:     Brigham Young University  
• Email:     gaokeren@gmail.com 

 
*** 

Boyani Lenah 
 

Lenah Boyani, is a home economics graduate currently doing Msc in Community 
Resource Management at Kenyatta University. Her work has been teaching Home 
science and biology in high school in Kenya, nutritional counseling, Monitoring and 
Evaluation and currently venturing in the management of family and community 
resources. She is currently doing internship with Winrock International- African Women 
Leaders in Agriculture and Environment Network (AWLAE-NET) Regional office in 
Nairobi and a volunteer doing Market Research for Centre for Affordable Water and 
Sanitation Technology in Canada did one for India and currently doing one for Zambia. 
She will be conducting research in Nairobi’s informal settlement starting March to May 
2007. 
 

• Designation:     Intern, 
African Women in Leadership, Agriculture and 
Environment (AWLAE-NET) Programme 

• Organization:     Winrock International Nairobi Office 
• Postal Address:    C/o John Kebaso P. o Box 10787-00100 Nairobi,  
• Phone:     254-722-610-629,  254-722-340-291 
• Email:     lenahkebaso@yahoo.com or 

lenah@winrock.or.ke 
 
 

*** 
Butler Danielle  

 
Dr. Butler is the Honorary Consul General of the Kyrgyz Republic in Utah and is the 
Chair of the Organizing Committee of the Women of the Mountains conference.  
Although retired, she remains active in international women’s issues.  Dr. Butler was the 
president of several women’s organizations in the United States and Canada, and has 
worked extensively in humanitarian and education issues.  She has traveled extensively 
throughout the world on behalf of women and children. 
Dr. Butler is the mother of seven children and 34 grandchildren.  She believes that the 
strength of the home, and the mother, will determine the strength of any nation. 
 

• Designation:                       Honorary Consul General of the Kyrgyz Republic to  
Utah 

• Expertise:                                Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas 
• Areas:                                      Rocky Mountains, Central Asia 
• Postal Address:                       800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT USA 

84058 
• Phone:              801-369-4208 



• Email:                                     GrandmaX25@aol.com 
 

*** 
Butler R.E. “Rusty” 

 
Dr. Butler is the Associate Vice President for international affairs and Director of the 
Utah-Russia Institute at Utah Valley State College.  In addition, he is the Honorary 
Consul General of the Russian Federation in Utah and President of the Utah Consular 
Corps which represents all foreign consulates in Utah (24). 
Dr. Butler’s career started as a professor of linguistics in Canada from which he branched 
into private business in western Canada and the United States.  He later served as a senior 
staff member in the U.S. Senate and the Reagan White House before entering 
management with the Boeing Corporation in its military operations.  He returned to the 
academic world at UVSC in 1992. 
Dr. Butler was awarded the medal of merit by the Russian Foreign Ministry and has 
published in the Ministry’s journal, International Affairs.  He is an accomplished 
triathlete, cyclist, marathon runner and plays ice hockey in his spare time. 
 

• Designation:                       Associate Vice President – International Affairs and 
Diplomacy 
President, Utah Consular Corps 
Honorary Consul General of the Russian Federation 

• Organization:                          Utah Valley University 
• Expertise:                                Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas 
• Areas:                                      Rocky Mountains, Central Asia, Latin 

 America 
• Postal Address:                       800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT USA 

84058 
• Phone:               801-863-8994 
• Fax:     801-863-6021 
• Email:                                      RButler@uvu.edu 

 
 

*** 
Christian Becky 

 
Becky Christian, PhD, RN, is an Associate Professor and Division Chair, Health Systems 
and Community-Based Care at The University of Utah College of Nursing. Dr. Christian 
is a pediatric nurse researcher with a Ph.D. in Nursing from the University of Texas at 
Austin and an MSN in Parent-Child Nursing from the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
Her research and clinical expertise are focused on children and adolescents with chronic 
illness and family adaptation to chronic illness. She has used mixed methods designs to 
explore how children and adolescents live with their chronic illness, as well as how 
families adapt to and manage their child's chronic illness. Based on several qualitative 
studies of children’s perceptions of growing up with Cystic Fibrosis, her intervention 
study funded by the National Institute of Nursing Research, National Institutes of Health 



(R01 NR04576) focused on building life skills in with children with Cystic Fibrosis and 
was published in Nursing Research (2006). An integrative review of research about 
children and adolescents growing up with chronic illness was published in the Annual 
Review of Nursing Research (2003); and a study focused on the health of caregivers of 
children with disabilities was published in Child: Care, Health and Development (2006). 
Currently, Dr. Christian is conducting a study of caregiver functioning and children with 
Cerebral Palsy in collaboration with Nancy Murphy, MD, Department of Pediatrics 
(funded by Primary Children’s Medical Foundation). In addition, Dr. Christian and 
colleagues from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill have an intervention 
study (R01) targeting African-American families taking control of their diabetes (under 
review by NIH). 
 

• Designation                    PhD, RN, Associate Professor and Division Chair, 
Health 

     Systems and Community-Based Care  
• Organization                   The University of Utah, College of Nursing 
• Expertise:                      Children's Health; Children and Adolescents with 

Chronic Illness; Family Adaptation to Chronic 
Illness  

• Areas:                             United States  
• Postal Address               10 South 2000 East; Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

-5880 USA 
• Phone:    Office: 801-581-6708   Home: 801-424-2434  
• Fax Number                   801-587-9838  
• Email address                Becky.Christian@nurs.utah.edu 

 
*** 

 
Michael Curtis 

 
• Designation:                       Director of Program Development  
• Organization:                          American Councils for International Education 

(ACCELS)    
• Postal Address:                       1776 Massachusetts Ave., NW,  

Washington, D.C. 20036 
• Phone:               202-833-7522 
• Fax:    202-293-0037 
• Email:                                      mcurtis@americancouncils.org 

 
*** 

Davis Ethan 
 

Ethan Davis is currently a student majoring in psychology at UVSC.  He was previously 
pursuing a degree in communications/journalism.  With the combined knowledge of 
research skills in both fields and with a desire to find the reasons why people think 
and act the way that they do especially in regards to war, he embarked on the journey to 



find truth, especially the truth concerning the recent war and continuing struggles in 
Afghanistan.  As part of this pursuit for truth he decided to take a course in Cross-
Cultural Psychology.  He hopes that through his own study efforts and the combined 
studies, opinions and experiences of the other students in this course that he will be able 
to find clarity on the recent conflicts in Afghanistan. 
 

• Designation:     Senior Student with Major in Psychology   
• Organization:     Utah Valley University  
• Email:     ehanldavis@gmail.com 

 
 

*** 
Day Candra 

 
Candra Day is co-founder and President of Vista 360°, an international organization 
dedicated to fostering cooperation among mountain communities around the world, using 
the arts and cultural exchange to build lasting relationships.  Vista 360° has an active 
partnership program in northern Kyrgyzstan and in the Mt. Fuji region of Japan and is 
beginning a new program in the southern Andes region. 
Day was educated at Reed College and Antioch University.  She has been a non-profit 
management consultant since 1980, working in the San Francisco Bay Area and in 
Wyoming in the fields of arts, education, immigrant rights and community design.   She 
has been a presenter of multi-cultural arts since 1985 and has assisted with the start-up of 
several arts and arts education organizations.  She also assists with the start-up of charter 
schools for Native Americans, most recently on the Wind River Indian Reservation.   Day 
has served as Executive Director for the Jackson Hole Center for the Arts, the San 
Francisco Arts Education Foundation and the Hispanic Cultural Festival.   She received 
the Wyoming Governor’s Arts Award in 2007. 
 

• Designation:                       President 
• Organization:                          Vista 360    
• Expertise:                                Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas 
• Areas:                                      Rocky Mountains, Central Asia, Japan, Latin 

 America 
• Postal Address:                       P.O. Box 4772, Jackson, WY USA 83001 
• Phone/Fax:                307-733-3082 
• Email:                                      canday@wyoming.com 

 
*** 

De Groh Teresa 
 

Teresa de Groh, Chair of the Wyoming Council for Women’s Issues (WCWI), is a 
planner with a Master of Urban Planning and Policy from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago (1987).  Ms. de Groh has worked in community planning, focusing on small 
town and rural communities, since 1985 and served most recently as a planner for Teton 
County, Wyoming from 1989 to 2003.  She has published articles on planning issues, 



made presentations at conferences on open space planning, and obtained significant 
federal grant monies for planning projects.  Ms. de Groh formed her own company in 
2003, de Groh Consulting LLC, but spends most of her time doing volunteer work with 
WCWI, the Teton Emergency Responders Association (TERA), and prehospital 
emergency care—she is an Emergency Medical Technician and Firefighter with the 
Jackson Hole Fire/EMS Department in Jackson, Wyoming. 
 

• Designation:                       Chair 
• Organization:                            Wyoming Council for Women’s Issues 
• Postal Address:                        Wyoming Council for Women's Issues 

c/o Wyoming Business Council  
214 W. 15th Street,  
Cheyenne, WY 82002 

• Phone:               307-733-7591, 307-777-2848 
• Fax:     307-733-4365 
• Email:                                      awj.list@bresnan.net, tdegroh@bresnan.net 

 
*** 

Djusupova Zamira 
 

Ms Zamira Djusupova, independent consultant and researcher in the area of ICT for 
Development (ICTD), has a Diploma with honours in Automated Management Systems 
from Moscow State Bauman Technical University and Diploma with honours in Finance 
and Credit from Kyrgyz State National University. For several years she was involved as 
IT Manager in different projects financed by the Government, World Bank and other 
organizations. Since 2005 Ms. Djusupova was contracted by UNDP in Kyrgyzstan as 
ICTD coordinator within the Democratic Governance Programme.  Her work is devoted 
to fostering the use of ICTs in Kyrgyzstan to make easier access to information and 
knowledge for citizens and better governance. She is active in workshops and meetings 
regarding ICT for development and e-Government. Ms.Djusupova presented two 
accepted papers at the International Conference on Politics and Information Systems: 1) 
Case study: Kyrgyzstan's experience in promoting Open Source for 

National ICT development; 2) “Development of Kyrgyz National Land Information 
System as a part of National strategy ICT for development of Kyrgyz Republic. The 
conference was organized by International Institute of Informatics and Systemics in 
Orlando, Florida, USA in 2004. The first paper was selected as the best one among the 
other 10% of papers and was published in the Systemics, Cybernetics and Informatics. 
Recently she completed her PhD thesis work “Development Methods and Models of 
Multipurpose Management Information System on Immovable Property in Kyrgyzstan” 
and presented it to the Scientific Committee at the International Academy on System 
Research in Moscow.  
 

• Designation:                       ICTD Component Coordinator 
UNDP Democratic Governance Programme 

• Organization:                          United Nations Development Programme 
in the Kyrgyz Republic     



• Postal Address:                       28A Isanova Street, Bishkek   
720017,  Kyrgyz Republic  

• Phone:                996-312-61-12-11 (ext.28) 
• Fax:      996-312-62-74-15 
• Email:                                      zd@dgov.undp.kg 

 
*** 

Dreyfuss Hermine 
 

Hermine Dreyfuss is a visual ethnographer and photographer with a degree in American 
and Far Eastern Studies from Cornell University.  Since 1985, she has specialized in the 
work of traditional textile designers and producers in Asia, the Americas, Europe, Africa 
and Turkey.  In 1992, she began documenting the changes since independence in the 
former Soviet Union with an emphasis on the Central Asian republics.  Ms. Dreyfuss’ 
images have been published in a variety of books and magazines.  She has presented 
cultural exhibits and educational workshops in the UK, Australia, Central Asia and 
throughout the US, most recently on Uzbek embroideries at the East-West Center in 
Honolulu.  Ms Dreyfuss was a major contributor to the Smithsonian Silk Road Festival in 
2002.  In 2006, the Congressional Black Caucus Education Braintrust of the U.S 
Congress presented Ms. Dreyfuss the Congressional Beacon of Hope Award for her work 
with children and education.  She is a design and marketing consultant to several Central 
Asian and European artisans and businesswomen.   
 

• Designation:                       Ethnographer and photographer 
• Organization:                          HLD Associates, Inc.     
• Expertise:                                Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas 
• Areas:                                      Rocky Mountains, Asia, Europe, Latin 

America 
• Postal Address:                       2851 Davenport St., N.W.,  

Washington, D.C. 20008  
• Phone:                202-244-88-14 
• Email:                                      hermine@erols.com 

 
*** 

Duku Moses Hensley 
 

Moses Hensley Duku, research scientist, obtained a MSc. from the University of Science 
and Technology at Kumasi, Ghana. He is the elected representative of the African 
Mountain Forum on Mountain Forum Board and Focal Point, Ghana, Mountain 
Partnership.  
His work encompasses provision of scientific information, technologies for exploitation 
of renewable feedstocks, clean technologies, plastic waste management, and transfer of 
technology to micro, small and medium scale enterprises. 
Duku was responsible for climate change, desertification, forest landscape restoration and 
wetlands management while at the Ministry of Environment & Science, Ghana. He 
participated in both the first and second Global Meetings of Members of the Mountain 



Partnership, and e-consultations which developed a Global Action Plan for sustainable 
mountain development. 
From 2003 - 4, he coordinated Ghana’s component of PDF-A and B phases of regional 
project on “Removing Barriers to Invasive Plant Management and Prevention in Africa” 
involving five countries, namely, Ghana, Uganda, Ethiopia, Zambia and Kenya. 
Duku also presented papers at International Centre for Science and High Technology 
(ICS-UNIDO)Expert Group Meetings on “Clean Technologies, Environmentally 
Degradable Plastics Technologies for exploitation of renewable feedstocks and waste 
valorisation”, and at an international conference on “Renewable Resources and 
Renewable Energy” in Trieste, Italy.  
He is both a member of ICS-UNIDO regional task force on “plastic waste management”, 
and sub-regional network on “technology management and transfer”. 
 

• Designation:                       Focal Point, Mountain Partnership and Elected 
Representative, African Mountain Forum, Mountain 
Forum Board 

• Organization:                          Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, 
Ghana   

• Expertise:                                Sustainable Development in Mountain Areas 
• Areas:                                      Ghana , Africa 
• Postal Address:                       P.O. Box 576 , Legon - Accra , Ghana 
• Phone:    +233-244-449-691 
• Fax:                                          +233-21-500-193 
• Email:                                      mosesduku@yahoo.com 

 
*** 

Embry Jessie 
 

Jessie Embry, associate director of the Charles Redd Center and associate research 
professor, Brigham Young University, has published seven books and over 100 articles 
on Utah, Mormon, and western American history topics. Her presentation will examine 
how Mormon leaders taught girls traditional values. She is working on a manuscript on 
Mormon sports and dance tournaments. She plans on an oral history program on the 
Mormon family home evening program. 
 

• Designation                    Associate Director  
• Organization                   Charles Redd Center for Western Studies, Brigham 

  Young University  
• Expertise:                      Western American History, Mormon History, Oral 

  History, includes women’s history in those 
categories  

• Areas:                            Western America  
• Postal Address               366 SWKT, BYU, Provo , UT 84062 , USA  
• Phone:    Office: 801-422-7585  
• Email address                jessie_embry@byu.edu  

 



*** 
England Lynn 

 
Lynn England, professor emeritus, is a sociologist with a Ph.D. from the University of 
Pittsburgh (1971).  He was on the faculty at Brigham Young University for 36 years and 
served as Chair of the Sociology Department. His work encompasses the nature of rural 
communities and the ways in which communities are able to sustain themselves in the 
face of the forces of globalization and modernity. He has concentrated this work on 
communities in the Intermountain West of the United States and Chihuahua, Mexico. In 
addition, England has been involved in research on rural poverty, especially among the 
Raramuri peoples of Mexico. England’s recent writing has focused on the sociological 
contributions of W. E. B. Du Bois, the effects of modernity and globalization on 
community, and poverty in Mexico. His current research involves analyses of the lives of  
Raramuri immigrants to urban centers and a longitudinal analysis of change in three 
communities in Utah and Colorado. England serves on committees in the Rural 
Sociological Society and has been panel manager for the USDA competitive grants 
program. 
 

• Designation:                       Lecturer  
Behavioral Science Department 

• Organization:                          Utah Valley University 
• Postal Address:                       800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT USA 

84058 
• Phone:               801-863-8119 
• Email:                                      Lynn.England@uvu.edu 

 
 

*** 
Englehardt Elaine E. 

 
Elaine E. Englehardt  is Special Assistant to the President and a Distinguished Professor 
of Philosophy at Utah Valley State College.  She has taught ethics, philosophy and 
communication classes at UVSC for the past thirty years.  Currently her assignments 
include teaching, acting as federal liaison, overseeing the Sleeping Rainbow Ranch field 
station, and  working with the nationally award winning Center for the Study of Ethics.  
She received her Ph.D. from the University of Utah in Communication and Philosophy.  
As Special Assistant to the President, Englehardt oversees all federal appropriations.   
For the past twenty years, she has written and directed seven national grants.  Four large 
grants are in ethics education from FIPSE, the Fund for the Improvement of Post 
Secondary Education (Department of Education).  She recently completed a three book 
series with Harcourt College Publishers in Ethics: The Organizational Self and Ethical 
Conduct: Sunlit Virtue and Shadowed Resistance, and Interpersonal Communication 
Ethics: Friends, Intimates, Sexuality, Marriage and Family with Harcourt College 
Publishers in 2001  and Principled Media Ethics, with  Wadsworth Publishers  in 2002.   
She earlier published Ethics and Life with Donald Schmeltokopf through Wm C. Brown 
Publishers.   She has additionally published numerous articles. 



She has been involved in extensive volunteer service.  She is a member of the Utah State 
Judicial Conduct Commission. She also served with Utah Humanities Council for seven 
years, two years as chair; and with the Utah County Planning and Zoning Commission 
for ten years, seven years as chair. 
 

• Designation:                       Distinguished Professor of Ethics  
Professor of Philosophy  
Special Assistant to the President (UVU)  
Program Coordinator Ethics Across the Curriculum  

• Organization:                          Utah Valley University 
• Postal Address:                       800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT USA 

84058 
• Phone:               801-863-8129 
• Fax:     801-226-5207 
• Email:                                      Elaine.Englehardt@uvu.edu  

 
*** 

Fernández Consuelo 
 

Consuelo Fernández, Architect-Urbanist, is the President of the VAMOS BOLIVIA 
Association (2005). Her work focuses on: support to the communities and municipalities 
with high levels of poverty in Bolivia; development of multidisciplinary projects to 
improve the quality of life; and to support to the social sector in the learning processes to 
develop capacities and potential among the population. After she was a United Nations 
National Volunteer in the “Youths against Poverty Program” in her own country, she 
founded an Association to fight against poverty for the purpose to continue the work in 
supporting communities and to motivate many people in this way. 
 

• Designation                    President  
• Organization                  VAMOS BOLIVIA, Association (Voluntad de 

Acción Multidisciplinaria y Organizada Bolivia)  
• Expertise:                      Local Development Programs in Communities and 

   Municipalities within high levels of poverty. 
• Areas:                           National Organization working in Rural and Urban 

Areas. 
• Postal Address               P.O.BOX.  1347 Milford, PA 18337 USA 
• Phone:    513-502–3385   
• Email address                vamos_bolivia@hotmail.com, 

   connie_fernandez@vamosbolivia.org 
• Website:                         www.vamosbolivia.org 

 
*** 

Frederickson Kristine Wardle 
 

Kristine Wardle Frederickson is an instructor in the history, women’s studies, honors and 
religion departments at Brigham Young University. She is a PhD candidate in History at 



the University of Utah. Her dissertation, “Agency, Atonement and Prayer: Josephine 
Butler and Christianity in British Victorian Feminism,” details women’s rights campaigns 
against state-regulated prostitution and human trafficking. She was the recipient of a 
Graduate Research Fellowship Award. She has written and presented papers on material 
culture, Evangelicalism, and perceptions of domesticity in nineteenth-century Britain. 
She is currently working on an article, “The Power of Millennial Eschatology in the 
British Victorian Feminist Movement.”   
 

• Organization    Women's Research Institute, Brigham Young 
University 

• Expertise:    Modern European History; Religious History; 
Women's History 

• Postal Address   1063E JFSB Provo, UT 84602 
• Phone:    801-422-8390 
• Email address                      kris.frederickson@byu.edu 

 
*** 

Garcia Myrna Bencomo 
 

Myrna Garcia Bencomo, professor at the Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua, is 
Director of the School of Continuing Education. She has her doctorate from the  
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico. Garcia Bencomo has been a leader in 
promoting higher education for the Raramuri students in Chihuahua, Mexico. She is a 
skilled ethnographer and has conducted numerous interviews with the Raramuri women 
of the region. She has conducted studies of women, both indigenous and mestizo, in her 
home state of Chihuahua. Garcia Bencomo teaches classes in education and English to 
teachers seeking post-graduate degrees at the Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua. Her 
current research involves analyses of the lives of Raramuri immigrants to urban centers.  
 

• Designation                    Professor 
Director of the School of Continuing Education 

• Organization                  Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua 
• Postal Address               Av. Escorza No. 900, Zona Centro. CP. 31000 

Chihuahua, Chih., México 
• Phone:    +52-614-442-00-67 

 
 

*** 
Ganbold Gonchig 

 
Mr.Gonchig GANBOLD graduated from the Mongolian State University as Bachelor of 
Science and the State Institute of International Relations in Moscow, completed Foreign 
Service Program at the University College in Oxford, studied at the Institute of Advanced 
Studies on International Relations in Geneva and at the Asia Pacific Security Studies 
Center on Hawaii. 



As foreign service officer he served both at headquarters and foreign missions of the 
Mongolia external relations since 1980 and also at the Office of National Security 
Council of Mongolia in 2003-2004. He specialized in political diplomacy and 
international security. He contributed number of articles to periodicals and translated half 
dozen books into Mongolian. His area of interests are politics, environmental and gender 
issues. 
As the Consul General and Counselor of the Mongolian Embassy in Washington DC 
since August 2006 G. Ganbold  has been giving  more emphasis  on improving  the 
public awareness of  Mongolia  in the USA ,  to getting  closely acquainted with  its 
multifaceted life and  reinvigorating bilateral exchanges between the  two countries at all 
level. Currently he is Vice President of the newly opened Mongolian School Governing 
Board in Great Washington DC area. 
 

• Designation     Consul General 
• Organization    Embassy of Mongolia 

To the United States 
• Postal Address   2833 M Street , NW 

Washington DC 20007 
• Phone                  202-333-7117 ext 13  
• Fax        202-298-9227 
• Email address                      g.ganbold@mongolianembassy.us 

 
*** 

Gehrenbeck David L. 
 

As country desk officer for the Kyrgyz Republic at the U.S. Department of State, David 
Gehrenbeck coordinates overall U.S. government policy on the Kyrgyz Republic and 
serves as primary Washington contact for the U.S. Embassy in Bishkek and the 
Kyrgyzstani Embassy in Washington.  He joined the State Department as a foreign 
service officer in 2000.  He has served as a watchstander at the Operations Center; as 
political-economic, consular, and security officer at the U.S. Consulate General in 
Melbourne, Australia; as economic-commercial and assistance coordination officer at the 
U.S. Embassy in Yerevan, Armenia; and as assistant to the minister counselor for 
administration at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, Russia.  He received his Ph.D. in Russian 
literature from Brown University and his B.A. in Russian literature from Swarthmore 
College and has taught Russian language, literature and culture at various levels.  He is 
married and has three children. 
 

• Designation     Country Desk Officer, Kyrgyz Republic 
• Organization    Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 
• Postal Address   2201 C Street NW,  

Washington, DC 20520 
• Phone:    202-647-9119 
• Email address                      GehrenbeckDL@state.gov 

 



*** 
Graney David W. 

 
David W. Graney is currently a senior student at UVSC majoring in Political Science, 
having already completed an Associate of Arts Degree at UVSC in Political Science.  He 
also completed one and a half years of undergraduate training at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs.  He worked as a U.S. House of Representatives Intern in 
the Office of Congressman John T. Doolittle in Washington, D.C. (2006) doing 
constituent liaison work and correspondence regarding defense, intelligence, budget, 
health care, and environmental issues.  He worked before this as a CNN 
newsroom/Pentagon intern (2006) with the production of the “Situation Room” hosted by 
news anchor Wolf Blitzer, assisting in the research, development and dissemination of 
news regarding the United States national government and military.  He also worked as a 
U.S. Senate Intern (2005) for the Office of Senator Orrin G. Hatch researching issues 
pertaining to current legislation specifically dealing with environmental, health, military, 
and intelligence issues.  He handled press relations, met with lobbyists, attended 
congressional luncheons/receptions, attended senate committee hearings, and constituent 
relations.  David was also involved in case work for which he received correspondence 
and analyzed, resolved, and elucidated to the constituent what was executed and 
accomplished regarding their case.  Before these internships, he worked at UVSC as a 
Teaching Assistant for a professor in Psychology (2004-05). 

• Designation:     Senior Student with Major in Political Science  
• Organization:     Utah Valley University  
• Email:     dwgraney@yahoo.com 

 
 

*** 
Greenwood Donna 

  
Donna Greenwood MSN, RN is an Associate Professor of Nursing at Carroll College in 
Helena Montana where she has taught for the past 25 years. She received her Bachelors 
Degree from Montana State University and Masters Degree in primary care nursing from 
the University of Portland, Portland Oregon. Her primary teaching responsibilities and 
interest are in community and public health nursing.   Greenwood’s interest in 
prevention, health promotion and health disparities among populations in frontier regions 
of Montana and Alaska led to her sabbatical experiences traveling these states to hear the 
stories of public health nurses committed to meeting the health needs of high-risk 
populations.   

• Designation                    Associate Professor Nursing  
• Organization    Carroll College 
• Postal Address   1601 N. Benton Ave. Helena, MT. 59625-0002  
• Phone:    406-447-5493 
• Email address                      dgreenwo@carroll.edu 

 
*** 

Halvorson Sarah J. 



 
Sarah J. Halvorson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Geography at The 
University of Montana.  She earned her B.A. from St. Olaf College (1990) in Northfield, 
Minnesota and earned her Ph.D. at the University of Colorado at Boulder (2000). Dr. 
Halvorson's teaching and research interests span several areas including: water resources; 
gender geography; environmental hazards; mountain communities of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus; and women and Islam. From 1990 to 1992 she served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Chad, Central Africa working in the areas of rural water supplies and 
community development.  Between 1994 to 1998 she carried out over 16 months of 
ethnographic fieldwork in remote mountain communities in the Karakoram of Northern 
Pakistan.  Since 2001 she has conducted field studies in the Republic of Georgia, the 
Royal Kingdom of Bhutan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.  She has published her work in 
book chapters and articles in journals such as The Professional Geographer, The 
Geographical Review, Mountain Research and Development, Health and Place, and the 
Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures.  Currently, she is directing a U.S. 
Department of Education-funded textbook project that is focused on the regional 
geography of Central Asia and the Caucasus.  
 

• Designation                   Associate Professor  
• Organization                  Department of Geography, The University 

  of Montana  
• Expertise:                      Water Resources, Environmental 

  Hazards, Gender, Rural Development   
• Areas:                            Central and South Asia  
• Postal Address               Department of Geography, Social 

   Science Building 
   The University of Montana, 
   Missoula, Montana 59812 

• Phone:    406-243-2793  
• Fax Number                   406-243-4840  
• Email address                sarah.halvorson@umontana.edu 
• Website:                        www.cas.umt.edu/geography 

 
 

*** 
Hamilton Jennifer 

 
Jennifer Hamilton is a graduate student in the Department of Geography at The 
University of Montana. Her research and training in the fields of geography and zoology 
has taken her to Mexico, Greenland, and most recently to the earthquake-affected region 
of Pakistan-administered Kashmir. Jennifer’s interests are earthquake hazards and gender 
dimensions of hazard preparedness and response. Her thesis, based on two field 
expeditions to the earthquake zone, is titled “Rebuilding in the Midst of Disaster: An 
Assessment of the Structural and Societal Responses to the 2005 Kashmir Earthquake.” 



Upon graduation Jennifer aims to continue her hazards-related research and professional 
work.  
 

• Designation                    Research Assistant  
• Organization    The University of Montana 
• Postal Address   210 Social Science Building 

Missoula, Montana, USA  59812  
• Phone:    406-243-4733 
• Email address                      jennifer.hamilton@umontana.edu 

 
*** 

Hassas Safia 
 
Safia Hassas is a journalist with bachelor for the Kabul University (1993). She is working 
with Radio Free Europe Radio liberty in Kabul. She uses to work with B.B.C radio. Most 
of her duties are to collect news, reports especially on Afghan refugees, IDPs (internal 
displace people) and women activities across the country. 
During the Taliban era, Safia had studied English language by herself and taught in an 
underground course for young ladies in Kabul. 
She is currently working on several issues like radio packages on self burning cases 
among Afghan women and women’s life among nomad (Kochi) communities. 
Safia is also a poet and most of her poems are reflecting Afghan women’s desire and 
problems. 
 

• Designation                     Journalist  
• Organization    Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, in Kabul-Prague 
• Phone:    0093-070-224-758  
• Email address                      safiahasass@yahoo.com 

 
*** 

Heaton Tim 
 
Tim Heaton, professor of Sociology at Brigham Young University, is a sociologist with a 
Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin (1979). His work is primarily in the area of 
demography and demographic trends. His recent research has focused on issues dealing 
with women and children’s health and welfare in Bolivia and poverty in Mexico. He has 
also been involved in demographic analyses of membership of the Latter-Day Saints 
Church. Heaton’s writing emphasizes family and religious trends in a variety of 
international settings including Africa, Indonesia, and Latin America. He has completed 
extensive research and writings on marriage dissolution and marital satisfaction in 
interracial marriages. His current research involves analyses of the lives of Raramuri 
immigrants to urban centers. 
  

• Designation                    Professor of Sociology  
• Organization    Department of Sociology 

Brigham Young University  



• Postal Address   JFSB 2033, Provo, UT 84602 
• Phone:    801-422-3280  
• Email address                      tim_heaton@byu.edu 

 
*** 

The Honorable Gary Richard Herbert  
 
Gary Richard Herbert is Utah's sixth Lieutenant Governor and was elected on November 
2, 2004. Prior to his election as Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Herbert served 14 years on the 
Utah County Commission, nine years as its chairman. As Lieutenant Governor, and at the 
discretion of Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., Mr. Herbert leads state efforts concerning 
homeland security, transportation, water and rural affairs issues. He is also utilizing his 
background in local government to serve citizens throughout the state. 
A former President of the Utah Association of Realtors, Mr. Herbert's public and private 
sector service has consistently required him to work with diverse groups and interests. 
Mr. Herbert has also served as the President of the Utah Association of Counties, where 
he was named as Utah's Outstanding County Commissioner and County Elected Official. 
He is also the recipient of the National Outstanding Republican County Elected Official 
of the Year award. 
Gary Richard Herbert was born in American Fork, Utah and raised in Orem by parents 
Duane and Carol Herbert. He is married to Jeanette Snelson Herbert. Together, they own 
and operate a day-care center in Utah County. The Herbert's have six children and seven 
grandchildren. 
  

• Designation                   Lieutenant Governor  
• Organization                  Utah State  
• Postal Address               Utah State Capitol Complex 

P.O. Box 142325 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2325 

• Phone     801-538-1041 
• Fax Number                   801-538-1133  
• Email address                http://www.utah.gov/ltgovernor/contact.html 

 
*** 

 Horton Terry  
 
Terry Horton is a lawyer by training and a nonprofit manager. She holds a B.A. degree 
from the University of Texas at Austin and a J.D. degree from Lewis & Clark Law 
School in Portland, Oregon. Ms. Horton works as a nonprofit consultant for The Foraker 
Group – a nonprofit with the core purpose of strengthening the nonprofit sector in 
Alaska. She worked previously for the National Democratic Institute for International 
Affairs, where she consulted with nonprofit organizations in Kyrgyzstan and Russia. 
Prior to her work with The Foraker Group, she served as Executive Director of Habitat 
for Humanity – Anchorage. Ms. Horton is experienced in nonprofit management, planned 
giving, program design and implementation, grant writing and training.  
 



• Designation                   Consultant 
• Organization                  The Foraker Group 
• Postal Address               880 H Street, Suite 100 

   Anchorage, AK 99501 
• Phone      907-743-1207 
• Email address                THorton@forakergroup.org 

 
*** 

Hudson Valeria M. 
 
Valeria M. Hudson is a professor of political science at Brigham Young University, 
having taught previously at Northwestern and Rutgers University. Her areas of research 
include national security affairs, foreign policy analysis, and gender in international 
relations, and she is the author of numerous journal articles and books. Her latest book 
(with Andrea Den Boer), entitled Bare Branches: The Security Implications of Asia's 
Surplus Male Population and published by MIT Press, won the Association of American 
Publishers Award for best book in political science in 2004, as well as the Otis Dudley 
Duncan Award for best book in social demography that year. Hudson is also recipient of 
the Karl G. Maeser Excellence in Teaching Award, served as president of the Foreign 
Policy Analysis Section of the International Studies Association, and directed the 
graduate program in International Relations at the David M. Kennedy Center for eight 
years. Dr. Hudson now heads an interdisciplinary research team constructing what is 
already the most comprehensive database on the status of women cross-nationally. 
Already over 50% complete, when finished it will cover over 200 variables for 179 
nations with populations greater than 100,000 persons. Variables include those relating to 
women's health, security, education, legal status, and human rights, among others. 
 

• Designation                   Professor 
• Organization                  Department of Political Science 

Brigham Young University 
• Postal Address               745 SWKT 

Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 84602 USA 

• Phone      801-422-5355 
• Fax :     801-422-0382 (ATTN: Valerie Hudson) 
• Email address                valerie_hudson@byu.edu 

 
*** 

Iskhakova Sarvar 
 

Sarvar Iskhakova, the Teacher of economy from the Samarkand State University of 
Uzbekistan. She is coordinator of the Samarkand Resource Center. She carries out 
researches on social sciences. She has many publications on questions of social 
insurance, social protection, and also on innovational methods of teaching. She is written 
the book in the co-authorship «Social economy ». She conducts researches on gender 
problems. She participated in the project  «The Gender and education». 



 
• Designation     Teacher of Economics, 

 Coordinator of the Social Fund Resource     
                             Center of the Samarkand Region                                                

• Organization                 Department of Economics,   
  Samarkand State University  

• Postal Address               15, University blvd., Samarkand,  
   703004, UZBEKISTAN 

• Phone      998-662-41-2680, 998-662-41-2680 
• Fax:       998-662-33-7259, 998-662-33-7259 
• Email address                 isarvar@yandex.ru, 

 
*** 

Ismailova Dinara 
 
Dinara Ismailova is an exchange student studying economics at Carroll College in 
Helena, Montana. She was selected from a highly competitive pool of candidates to 
receive a scholarship from the Eurasian Undergraduate Exchange Program (UGRAD), a 
program funded by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the US Department 
of State and administered by IREX (International Research and Exchanges Board). 
Dinara is studying at Bishkek Humanities University in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. During the 
“Women of the Mountains” Conference she will be giving a presentation regarding a 
very controversial issue in Kyrgyzstan today: Bride Kidnapping. 
 

• Designation     Exchange Student, 
       Eurasian Undergraduate Exchange Program 

• Organization    Carroll College 
• Postal Address                Saints’ Central Box 2064 

1601 N. Benton Ave. 
Helena, MT  59625 

• Phone       406-447-5141 
• Email address                 w_through@yahoo.com,   

d_isheaven@hotmail.com 
 
 

*** 
Jensen Sachi 

 
Sachi Jensen is a graduate student at Brigham Young University pursuing a Master's 
Degree in Sociology. Her primary interests center on sociology of education and culture. 
With the mentorship of Dr. Carol Ward, she and Raechel Lizon coauthored an Honors 
Thesis entitled, "An Examination of the Federal GEAR UP Program as Implemented in a 
Central Utah School District." Jensen continues research with Dr. Ward on a Master's 
thesis evaluating math curriculum reforms at the Northern Cheyenne tribal college in 
Montana. Jensen also analyzed comparative culture/politics as a columnist for Japan's 



Shimin Times in 2003, and continues this work from Utah as their foreign correspondent. 
Beginning in fall, 2007, she plans to begin her legal studies at Stanford Law School. 
 

• Designation                    Master’s program Student 
• Organization                  Sociology Department, 

   Brigham Young University. 
• Postal Address               2038 JFSB Provo, Utah 84602  
• Phone:    801-422-3047     

 
*** 

Karpenko Mikhail A. 
 
Professor Mikhail A. Karpenko, Doctor of Technical Sciences, is a founder and rector of 
the Modern University for the Humanities. MUH has developed and implemented the 
satellite telecommunication and information technology in education. As of today MUH 
is the largest higher educational institution in Russia, and one of the ten largest 
universities of the world. Thanks to personal efforts of Mikhail Karpenko MUH has a 
large network of branches not only in Russia, but also in the CIS countries and other 
foreign countries.  
Mikhail Karpenko conducts great scientific, research, inventive, and innovative activity. 
He is an author of 6 inventions and 194 scientific and methodological works. For the 
major contribution to development of world science and researches in a field of Russian 
education he has got many awards and titles.  
Mikhail Karpenko is a member of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, the Russian 
Academy of Military Sciences, the Russian Academy of Cosmonautics, the Academy of 
Medical and Technical Sciences, the Academy of Sciences of the Central Europe, the 
New-York Academy of Sciences, and a member of the General Committee of the 
Intentional Association “Znanie” having the General status at the UN and the Inter-State 
Committee of the CIS countries in a field of Dissemination of Education and Adult 
Education.  
 

• Designation:    Rector,   
• Organization:     Contemporary Humanitarian Academy,  
• Postal Address:   3/1 Kozhevnicheskaya Street, 115114,  

Moscow, Russian Federation 
• Phone:    495-727-12-95   
• Fax:     495-727-21-29  
• Email address:      rectorat@muh.ru  

 
*** 

Kishtwaria Jatinder 
 
Jatinder Kishtwaria, Professor, is a Family Resource Management specialist. A Ph. D. 
from the M.S. University at Baroda, India, her work mainly focuses on the economic 
upliftment of rural mountain women through securing sustainable livelihood security and 
drudgery reduction. She has participated and organized national and International 



conferences and workshops on these issues. A consultant to Canadian Based Economic 
Development Board (CECD) and is guiding postgraduate scholars on the applied aspects 
of her field of expertise. Her work encompasses the issues of migration, status, hygiene 
and sanitation, household development level, quantification of invisible contributions of 
work, database of physical fitness, drudgery and measures for improvement in health 
status by using ergonomically appropriate technologies and education package for 
mountain women.  A member of mountain forum, she has visited Perth (Australia) and 
Paro (Bhutan) to present her papers on women related issues.  
 

• Designation:    Professor  
• Organization:     Department of Family Resource Management,  

College of Home Science 
• Postal Address:   CSK HPKV Palampur 176062,  

Himachal Pradesh,  India 

•  Phone:    +919-418-478-407 (mobile)  
  +911-894-230-407 (landline)   

• Email address:      jkishtwaria@yahoo.com;  
jkishtwaria@rediffmail.com 

 

*** 
Knowlton David 

 
David Knowlton, associate professor, is a social anthropologist with a Ph.D. from the 
University of Texas at Austin (1988).  His work encompasses the ethnography of peoples 
of the Andes, Latin America, Latinos in the United States, and transnational religious 
movements, especially Mormons.  Knowlton has written about religious change, ethnic 
movements, nationalism, guerrilla movements, and contemporary political struggles of in 
Lake Titicaca Basin of Peru and Bolivia.  Most recently he published "Let Us Speak: The 
Blockade of 2004 in Copacabana as an Example of the Sociology of Mass Mobilizations" 
(In the original Spanish its title is: "Queremos hablar: El bloqueo de junio de 2004 en 
Copacabana como ejemplo de la sociologia de movilizaciones masivas".)  He will be 
performing research this summer in the area on the social issues on the horizon of 
Adventist, Mormon, and Witness practice around Lake Titicaca. 
 

• Designation:    Associate Professor of Anthropology 
• Organization:     Utah Valley State College 
• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway  

Orem, Utah 84058-5999 
• Phone:    801-863-6196    
• Email address:      knowltda@uvsc.edu 

 
*** 

Krause Amy 
 



Amy Krause coordinates the North American Mountain Forum – an online network of 
people and organizations who are dedicated to sustainable mountain development in 
North America. She has a degree in culture and communication and a background in 
applied communications. For the past seven years she has worked with ‘virtual’ 
organizations that work across international borders to address sustainable development 
issues defined by landscape. The North American Mountain Forum is hosted by the 
Mountain Culture division at The Banff Centre in Banff, Alberta, Canada. It is one of five 
“nodes” that make up the global Mountain Forum network. 
 

• Designation:    Project Officer 
• Organization:     North American Mountain Forum / 

The Banff Centre 
• Expertise:    online information sharing, communication  
• Areas:     Canada, USA 
• Postal Address:   The Banff Centre, Mountain Culture 

107 Tunnel Mountain Drive 
Box 1020, Banff Alberta Canada T1L 1H5 

• Phone:    403-762-6477    
• Fax:     403-762-6277  
• Email address      amy_krause@banffcentre.ca 

 
*** 

Lamb Connie 
 

Connie Lamb is a senior librarian at the Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young 
University with specialties in anthropology, Middle East Studies, and Women’s Studies.  
She is also the adjunct curator for Women’s Manuscript Collections in the L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections at BYU Library.  She holds Masters Degrees in Library Science, 
International Relations-Middle East and Cultural Anthropology.  Connie is co-editor of 
two book-length bibliographies and has published six book reviews and numerous 
articles on a variety of subjects including library work, biology (her Batchelor’s major), 
and women’s studies.  She is active in both library and subject-oriented professional 
organizations and has given presentations and papers at several association meetings.  
She has also taught the Introduction to Women’s Studies class at BYU.  Her research 
interests are Mormon women, Middle East and Muslim women, anthropology of food, 
and Muslims in Diaspora.  
 

• Designation                    Women’s Studies Librarian and Adjunct Curator of 
   Women’s Manuscript Collections, 

• Organization                  Harold B. Lee Library, 
   Brigham Young University. 

• Postal Address               Provo, Utah 84602  
• Phone:    801-422-6196 
• Email address                 connie_lamb@byu.edu 

 
*** 



Lizon Raechel 
 

Raechel Lizon is a sociology Master’s student at Brigham Young University.  Her 
research interests include adolescent social identity formation, gender, and educational 
issues.  Lizon has presented papers at conferences on adolescent peer rejection, strategies 
for relationship repair, and evaluation of educational programs based on her work with 
Provo School District programs and the Northern Cheyenne tribal college. She is 
currently researching the efficacy of various program activities for maintaining positive 
adolescent social identity. She will graduate in August, 2007. 
 

• Designation                    Master’s program Student 
• Organization                  Sociology Department, 

   Brigham Young University. 
• Postal Address               2038 JFSB Provo, Utah 84602  
• Phone:    801-422-3047     

 
*** 

Mack-Canty Colleen 
 

Colleen Mack-Canty, Assistant Professor of Political Science, is Director o f the Master 
of Public Administration Program, at the University of Idaho.  She holds a University of 
Oregon Ph.D. is in political science, with an emphasis in feminism.  Her research is in 
third wave feminism, ecofeminism and feminist families. Her publications include: 
“Third Wave Feminism and the Need to Reweave the Nature/Culture Duality,” NWSA 
(National Women’s Studies Association) Journal (2004), “Feminist Family Values: 
Bridging Third Wave Feminism and Feminist Families,” Journal of Family Issues 
(2004), “Third Wave Feminism and Ecofeminism,” Third Wave Feminism: Collective 
Action in a New Millennium, Routledge Press, (2005), "Postcolonial Feminism" and 
“Youth Cultures Feminism,” The Women's Movement Today: An Encyclopedia of Third 
Wave Feminism,, Greenwood Press, (2006) and“Feminist Parenting,” in Feminist 
Mothering, SUNY  Press (forthcoming 2007). Under review, with ARM (Association for 
Research on Mothering) Journal special edition: “Mothering and Racism” is “Some 
Contradictions of Mothering in Globalism: Nannies and Transracial/Transnational 
Adoptions.”  
 

• Designation:    Assistant Professor of Political Science, 
Director, Master of Public Administration Program,  

• Organization:     Department of Political Science  
and Public Affairs Research,  
University of Idaho  

• Areas:     Natural Resource Policy, Environmental Politics, 
Comparative Social Welfare Policy and American 
Government. 

• Postal Address:   University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844 
• Phone:    208-885-6120 
• Email address:       colleenm@uidaho.edu 



 
*** 

Madsen Susan R. 
 

Susan R. Madsen is an associate professor of management in the School of Business at 
Utah Valley State College and an independent leadership and change consultant. For the 
past three years she has been heavily involved in research related to the lifetime 
development of prominent women leaders, and she has interviewed ten women university 
presidents and ten women governors. She has just finished her first book titled “On 
Becoming a Woman Leader: The Experiences of University Presidents” and has started 
her second book on the women governor interviews. Susan has published over 40 articles 
in peer-reviewed scholarly journals and often presents at local, national, and international 
academic conferences. She has also presented as an invited speaker in over 50 events in 
the past four or five years. Susan’s research and consulting work have focused on 
leadership, individual and organizational change, academic service-learning, work-life 
integration, wellness, and training. She has received numerous awards for her teaching 
and scholarship at UVSC and beyond. She was awarded her doctorate degree from the 
University of Minnesota in Work, Community, and Family Education with a 
specialization in human resource development. She has other degrees from Portland State 
University and Brigham Young University in exercise science/wellness and speech 
communication education. She currently lives in Highland with her husband and four 
teenage children and enjoys racquetball, soccer, hiking, and community involvement.  
 

• Designation:    Associate Professor of Management 
• Organization:     Leadership and Change Consultant 

Utah Valley State College 
Business Management Department 

• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway - 119 
Orem, Utah 84058-5999 

• Phone:    801-863-6176    
• Fax:      801-863-7218 
• Email address:       madsensu@uvsc.edu 

 
*** 

Malitikov Efim M. 
 

Doctor of Economic Sciences; Doctor of Technical Sciences; Doctor of Economy and 
Law; Professor at the University of Chicago and the University of Denver (USA); 
Chairman of the Interstate Committee of the CIS on Promotion of Knowledge and Adult 
Education; President of the International Association “Znanie” (“Knowledge”); President 
of the Academy of Informatiology of International Institutions. On May 1, 1947, Efim 
Malitikov was born into a family of an army officer in Stalinabad (now Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan). His spouse, Mrs. Larisa Malitikova, is Doctor of Chemical Sciences, 
professor since 1990 and Director General of a Joint Enterprise “Elin”. 
Mr. Efim Malitikov is the author of more than 90 scientific publications, renowned 
international reports and public initiatives. His reports have become important 



components at such events as the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(Johannesburg, 2002), the World Summit on Information Society (Geneva, 2003) and 
other important forums. 
Efim Malitikov is the President of the Academy of Informatization of International 
Institutions, Professor at the International Academy of Informatization, International 
Academy of Energy Sciences, Armenian Academy of Humanism, New York Science 
Academy and other scientific academies around the world. 
 

• Designation:    President, 
• Organization:     International Association «Knowledge», 
• Postal Address:   PO Box 25, Moscow 129085, Russia 
• Phone:    +95-941-2633/0830     
• Fax:      +95-941-2353  
• Email address:       yefim@malitikov.ru 
• Website:    www.malitikov.ru 

 
*** 

The Honorable Judy Martz 
 

The Honorable Judy Martz was elected as Montana’s first female Governor on November 
7, 2000. Just four years earlier, she was elected as the state’s first female Lieutenant 
Governor when she ran with Governor Marc Racicot. 
  During her tenure, Governor Martz created the Office of Economic Opportunity during 
the 2001 Legislative session. This office was tasked with promoting Montana Businesses, 
attracting complimentary businesses to the state, and developing Montana’s workforce 
for better paying jobs. 
  Governor Martz was born July 28, 1943 in Big Timber, Montana to ranching parents. 
She was a member of the U.S. Olympic Speed Skating Team at the 1964 Winter Games. 
  Governor Martz worked as a field representative for U.S. Senator Conrad Burns from 
1989 to 1995. She has been civically involved for years, serving as President of the Butte 
Chamber of Commerce in the early 1990’s and vice-chair of the St. James Hospital Board 
of Directors. For more than 30 years, she and her husband Harry Martz have owned and 
operated a commercial solid-waste business in Butte. As a small business owner, she 
became actively involved in local and statewide economic development issues. 
  Since leaving the Governor’s Office, she has been focused primarily on family to 
include her three year old granddaughter Remy. She is very active in faith based 
conferences, Maternal Life International and serves on numerous boards to include 
TASER International and the Western Montana College Board. Governor Martz has been 
married to Harry for forty-one years. 
 

• Designation:    Former Governor  
• Organization:    Montana State 
• Expertise:     Rural Development 
• Areas:     Rocky Mountains, Montana 
• Email address:    govjudymartz@aol.com, 

 



*** 
McCarroll Carolyn E. 

 
Dr. McCarroll began her teaching career at the University of Utah College of Nursing in 
1979.  She moved to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 1984 and is currently a 
Professor in the School of Nursing where she teaches in the Master of Science Nurse 
Practitioner program and the PhD program focusing on Nursing Education. Dr. 
McCarroll served as Dean of the College of Health Sciences at UNLV from 1995 to 
2003.  She has been involved in  research and has published numerous articles in the 
areas of HIV/AIDS, Cancer, Diabetes, and Alternative Therapies. Dr. McCarroll has also 
served as the graduate coordinator for the nursing program and Interim Chair of the 
Departments of Radiological Sciences and Physical Therapy.  She sits on the Board of 
Trustees (Chairperson) of the Area Health Education Center of Southern Nevada, 
Chairperson of the AIDS Education and Training Center of Southern Nevada, and is a 
founding Board member and Vice-Chairperson of the Desert Canyon Rehabilitation 
Hospital.  In 2004, Dr. McCarroll received federal funding to initiate the UNLV Center 
of Excellence in Women’s Health and currently serves as the Center’s Director.  
 

• Designation:    Professor, School of Nursing 
Director, Center of Excellence in Women's Health 

• Organization:     University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
• Postal Address:   4505 S. Maryland Pkwy. Box 453018 

Las Vegas, NV 89154-3018 
• Phone:    702-895-3342     
• Fax:      702-895-4807  
• Email address:       carolyn.mccarroll@unlv.edu 

 
*** 

McGuire Douglas  
 

Douglas McGuire is the Coordinator of the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, hosted at 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome, Italy. He is by training a forester 
from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and has worked in the area 
of natural resource management and human development for more than 25 years, 
particularly in mountain regions. McGuire has been with FAO since 1990, managing 
field projects in watershed management, and upland conservation and development in 
mountain and highland areas of Madagascar and Rwanda; he was also responsible for 
FAO’s mountain programme at its headquarters in Rome for several years. He 
coordinated the global observance of the International Year of Mountains in 2002 and has 
since been involved in setting up the Mountain Partnership and heading its Secretariat in 
Rome.  
 

• Designation:    Coordinator 
• Organization:     Mountain Partnership Secretariat 

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
• Postal Address:   Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 



00153 Rome, Italy 
• Phone:     +39-06-5705-3275   
• Fax:      +39-06-5705-5137 
• Email address:       douglas.mcguire@fao.org 
• Web site:    www.mountainpartnership.org 

 
*** 

Millington J. Kent 
 

J. Kent Millington currently serves as Entrepreneur in Residence at Utah Valley State 
College where he teaches courses in entrepreneurship and new venture finance.  He is 
also President and CEO of AccessData Corporation, a digital forensics software 
company.  Prior to joining UVSC in August 2004, he lived in Tokyo, Japan where he was 
Vice President of Asian Operations for Verio, Inc., a subsidiary of NTT 
Communications.  From October 1996 to December 1997 he was president of Internet 
Servers Inc., a web hosting start-up that was sold to Verio in December 1997.  Then he 
served as Vice President of the newly created Web Hosting Division of Verio until his 
assignment to Tokyo.  He has previously worked for large industrial firms, including 
EG&G and Exxon.  He was CEO of two health insurance companies, owned industrial 
distribution companies, and was professor of entrepreneurship and finance.  Dr. 
Millington holds a B.A degree in History from the University of Utah, an MBA from 
Brigham Young University, and a Doctor of Business Administration from California 
Coast University.    
 

• Designation:    Entrepreneur in Residence  
• Organization:     Utah Valley University 
• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway  

Orem, Utah 84058-5999 
• Phone:     801-763-8426   
• Email address:       jkentmillington@yahoo.com 

 
*** 

Moore  Jon 
 

Jon Moore is Assistant Professor of Geography at Utah Valley State College in Orem, 
Utah, where he has taught since 2002.  Dr. Moore’s degrees, all in Geography, are a 
Ph.D. from The Ohio State University, M.S. from George Mason University and 
baccalaureate from The George Washington University.  He specializes regionally in 
North America and the Caribbean, focusing on issues such as the urban politics of local 
economic development, cultural landscape studies, and recently has developed research 
into critical social theory based upon the work of the Indian philosopher Jiddu 
Krishnamurti.  He is originally from Huntington, West Virginia 
 

• Designation:    Assistant Professor of Geography 
• Organization:     History and Political Science Department 

Utah Valley State College 



• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway  
Orem, Utah 84058-5999 

• Phone:    801-863-8642    
• Fax:      801-863-7013 
• Email address:       moorejb@uvsc.edu 

 
*** 

Myrzakmatova Baktykan 
 

Baktykan Myrzakmatova is a Public Consultant for the Minister of Academic Affairs of 
Kyrgyz Republic, Kubanichbek Osmonaliev.  Mrs. Myrzakmatova holds her Masters 
degree in Linguistic, specializing in Kyrgyz and Russian Literature. As a former 
professor of Osh National University, she has made a valuable contribution to the 
education system of Kyrgyz Republic by placing a strong emphasis on women’s and 
children’s education in rural areas. She is well known for her advocacy of socio- 
economic status of women living in underdeveloped regions of Kyrgyzstan.  
 

• Designation:    Advisor for the Minister of Education and Science 
of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Ministry of Education and Science 

• Postal Address:   257 Tynystanova Street,   
Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 720040  

• Email address:       monk@monk.bishkek.gov.kg 
 

*** 
Nay Tyler 

 
Tyler Nay is a senior student at UVSC.  His interest in the topic of his paper is based 
upon a desire to better understand the conflict in Iraq.  A large portion of this motivation 
stems from a previous course that focused on many of the problems found in reporting 
the war by mainstream media.  He also has a brother and a step-brother in the United 
States military who have spent time in Iraq and may soon be returning there.  They have 
relayed to him events and issues that one does not generally find in the mainstream 
media. 
 

• Designation:     Senior Student with Major in Political Science  
• Organization:     Utah Valley University  
• Email:     tylernay2003@yahoo.com 

 
 

*** 
Norton Robert F. 

 
Robert F. Norton, UVSC Adjunct Professor, is a Cognitive and Instructional Psychologist 
with a Ph.D. from Brigham Young University (1978).  His work has encompassed the 
application of research in cognitive psychology and cognitive neuroscience to education, 



the adaptation of instruction to different cognitive styles within and across cultures, and 
the application of psychological and anthropological principles to the study of conflict 
resolution in various cultures.  He has taught, lived, and researched extensively in the 
Middle East (9 years) and Korea (3½  years), serving as a Visiting Fulbright Scholar for 
two years at the University of Bahrain in Sakhir (1992-94), where he designed a 
laboratory for fostering the teaching of problem solving to children at various ages, 
investigated Arab contributions to the history and systems of Western Psychology, and 
produced a handbook for visiting Fulbright professors to prepare them for living in 
Bahrain.  He developed and taught courses in experimental and cross-cultural psychology 
at the  American University of Beirut (1982-85), directed the Master’s Specialty in 
Educational Psychology at Yarmouk University in Jordan (1979-82), developed and 
administered a teacher evaluation instrument at Kuwait University (1978-79).  He also 
taught English at Jeonbuk National and Kyunghee Universities in Korean as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer (1971-73) and completed his doctoral dissertation contrasting Korean 
and American thinking styles (1975-78).  He has traveled and photographed extensively 
in the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Northern Africa, and Peru—most 
recently traveling with a group of UVSC and Chinese students in China for 6 weeks 
(Spring and Summer, 2006). 
 

• Designation:    Adjunct Professor 
• Organization:     Behavioral Science Department 

Utah Valley State College 
• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway  

Orem, Utah 84058-5999 
• Phone:    801-863-8323    
• Email address:       phdbob@hotmail.com, 

 
*** 

His Excellency Dr. Meret Orazov 
 

His Excellency Mr. Meret Orazov is the Ambassador of Turkmenistan to the US, since 
2001. During 1991 - 1992 he was Vice Premier of Turkmenistan, First Secretary of 
Democratic Party of Turkmenistan. Then from 1995 till 1997 was a Minister of Foreign 
Economic Relations. Since 1987 till 1991 he was a President of Turkmen Economic 
University, then President of Turkmen State University (1992-2001).  
Ambassador Orazov received his Degree of Doctor of Physico-Mathematical Sciences at 
Moscow University (1983) and PhD in Economics at Saint-Petersburg University of 
Economy & Finance(1992). M.Orazov has published more than 100 scientific papers in 
the sphere of mathematics and economics. He was elected an Academician of the 
Academy of Sciences of Turkmenistan in1993. Since 1999 he is a member of the NY 
Academy of Sciences, and since 2003 is a member of the Academy of International 
Business. 
 

• Designation                    The Ambassador of Turkmenistan 
• Organization                  Embassy of Turkmenistan to the United States  
• Postal Address               2207 Massachusetts Ave., NW 



   Washington, DC 20008  
• Phone:    202-588-1500 
• Fax:       202-588-0697 
• Email address                 turkmen@mindspring.com 

 
*** 

Padiukov Pierre 
 

Padiukov Pierre was born on 1956, and on 1982 graduated Kyrgyz State Medical 
Institute, also on 2001 Master Degree on “International economical relations”. He started 
his labor activity from 1983 as a physician-therapeutist at the city’s clinic. From 1986 he 
worked at the Institute of the Physiology and experimental pathology of highlands under 
the Academy of Science of the Kyrgyz SSR. Since 1999 he is a director of the “Mountain 
village” project of the National Center for Mountain Regions Development of the Kyrgyz 
Republic. 
From 1998 he is actively participating in activities related to International Year of 
Mountains, at UN Headquarter in New-York have participated in preparation, 
development and declaration on International Year of Mountains on 2002. 
On 2001 he is organized presentation prepared to International Year of Mountains, issued 
two series of the post stamps.  
In the frame of National Strategy and plan of actions on sustainable development of the 
mountain regions of the Kyrgyz Republic he established training-center on trout-breeding 
in cooperation with Japan embassy, and also together with Russia center on collecting 
and processing medicinal plants.  
He is actively participating in “Clear water” project of the Asian Reconstruction and 
Development Bank.  
For active participation in preparation and organizing of the International Year of 
Mountains he was awarded with Honorary Diploma by the Prime-minister of the Kyrgyz 
Republic.  
Since 2003 he is a full member of the International Academy of the Information 
(Moscow) at the UN General Consultation status.  
At the present time under his coordination implementing “Poverty reduction in the 
polluted region of the Central Asia” project. 
 

• Designation:    Director  
• Organization:     “Mountain village” project,  

National Center for Mountain Regions 
Development of the Kyrgyz Republic 

• Postal Address:   22, Manas Avenue, Bishkek,  
720010, Kyrgyz Republic  

• Phone:    996-312-21-83-35, 64-61-52 
• Fax:     996-312-21-96-15  
• Email address:       national_center_kg@yahoo.com 

 
*** 

Padiukova Olga 



 
Padiukova Olga is a philologist from the Kyrgyz State National University (1982-1988). 
Since 2002 to the present time she is working at the “Mountain village” project on 
position of deputy director of the project. During her activity she is involved and working 
on: sustainable development of mountain regions, scientific-research activities, 
participation in organization international conference and seminars, preparation and 
distribution of informational brochures on problems of women in mountain regions of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, technical support and preparation official documents, sustainable 
development issues and etc. At present time she is working at the project on “Poverty 
reduction in polluted regions of the Central Asia” together with UN Department on 
economical and social issues.  
 

• Designation:    Deputy director   
• Organization:     “Mountain village” project,  

National Center for Mountain Regions 
Development of the Kyrgyz Republic 

• Postal Address:   22, Manas Avenue, Bishkek,  
720010, Kyrgyz Republic  

• Phone:    996-312-21-83-35, 64-61-52 
• Fax:     996-312-21-96-15  
• Email address:       national_center_kg@yahoo.com 

 
*** 

Palmer Loretta 
 

Loretta Palmer, Associate Vice President of Undergraduate Research and International 
Programs, is a math educator with a Ph.D. in Instructional Design and Technology from 
Brigham Young University (1997).  She has lived and worked in sub-Saharan Africa, 
most recently at the Polytechnic of Namibia, where she was a visiting faculty in the 
Department of Digital Media and also as an instructional designer at the Centre for Open 
and Lifelong Learning.  Her research areas are reflective of her diverse experiences.  
They are in intellectual property issues related to distance education and digital media in 
sub-Saharan Africa and ethnomathematics. In particular, ethnomathematics as it related 
to the cultural contexts of math word problems found in American primary school 
mathematics textbooks published between the Revolutionary War and World War I. 
 She grew up in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of northern California and married Allen 
Palmer, who grew up in the Salmon River Range of  mountains of western Idaho. 
 

• Designation:    Associate VP of Academic Affairs 
Undergraduate Research and International Programs 

• Organization:     Department of Multimedia  
Communication Technology 
Utah Valley State College 

• Postal Address:   800 West University Parkway  
Orem, Utah 84058-5999 

• Phone:    801-863-8361   



• Fax:     801-226-5207 
• Email address:       Loretta.Palmer@uvu.edu 

 
*** 

Pandey Ranju 
 

Ms Ranju Pandey, with a post graduate in Economics and Education from Tribhuwon 
University of Nepal (1995), is a gender and social development expert for program, 
research and training. She heads and owns her consulting company – the Management 
Support Program of the Era (MSP Era) (Pvt.) Ltd. She has been to 55 out of 75 districts 
of Nepal during her 11 years of professional career. As a researcher, she has investigated 
wide ranging issues varying from gender equity, women empowerment, human 
trafficking to street children. As a programmer she has developed training manuals and 
monitoring indicators on issues of gender and women health, and girls trafficking 
respectively. While working with NTAG’s ‘National Vitamin-A Program’, she was the 
lead trainer and had trained several thousand persons for child and maternal health of 
more than 50 districts of Nepal. She has also trained quite a number of persons on gender, 
women health and HIV/AIDS on behalf of government, non government and 
international organizations. 
 

• Designation                          Program Manager  
• Organization                         Sushma Koirala Memorial Trust (SKMT)  
• Expertise:                            Gender, Social Inclusion, Women and Child Health   
• Postal Address                     GPO Box: 9067, Mandikhatar-9 Kathmandu Nepal  
• Phone:    977-1-465-0171(O), 977-1-448-3033(R),  

977-984-121-5333(Mobile) 
• Fax Number                         977-1-465-0544  
• Email address                      ranjupaney@skmt.org.np(O),   

ranjupandey@hotmail.com (P)  
• Website:                              www.skmt.org.np 

 
 

*** 
Pasin Peggy 

 
Peggy Pasin has served as Program Coordinator of the Turning Point Women’s Resource 
Center since1997.  The position was originally part time and evolved into a full time 
position as involvement with the Sunshine Lady Foundation increased dramatically.  
Since 1999, 81 women have received a total of $847,000 in Women’s Independence 
Scholarships and Charitable Adjunct Assistance Awards from the Sunshine Lady 
Foundation.  These recipients have been survivors of domestic violence who sought 
financial assistance for the education crucial to securing self-sufficiency.  Peggy was 
named Most Prolific Grant Writer at UVSC for 2006 for her work with the Sunshine 
Lady Foundation.  Prior to her work in the Women’s Resource Center, Peggy taught 
developmental English and Reading classes and was the Coordinator of the Academic 
Technology Assistance Center in the Learning Enrichment Center of UVSC.  During her 



work in developmental studies, Peggy was co-author of College Preparatory English and 
Resource Book; co-developer of a reading textbook and bookmark system which was 
later published by Dr. Elaine Byrd, et al.; College Reading and Learning Association 
State Director, 1995; twice named LEC Adjunct Teacher of the Year, 1989 and 1990; and 
Extra Mile Faculty Friend Award from ABLE Club.  Peggy’s work prior to UVSC was in 
publishing and in developing educational software and test items for ACT and SAT, 
primarily at WICAT.  Peggy has a Bachelor of Arts, University of Wyoming, in Special 
Education. Peggy is a life-long learner with endless curiosity who has taken many 
graduate level classes at the University of Utah and has taken every opportunity possible 
to attend conferences and seminars.  Her passion has shifted from developmental studies 
to issues around domestic violence and funding for survivors.    She is able to draw on 
her background in learning strategies and campus resources as she confers with clients 
having academic struggles. 
 

• Designation                    Coordinator 
• Organization                  Women’s Resource Center, 

   Utah Valley University. 
• Postal Address               800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058  
• Phone:     801-863-8080 
• Email address                Peggy.Pasin@uvu.edu 

 
 

*** 
Powley Ellen Lockwood 

 
Ellen Lockwood Powley, associate lecturer in The Women’s Research Institute, Brigham 
Young University received a BM from the Eastman School of Music, University of 
Rochester (1967) in French Horn performance and music education. She obtained her 
MEd. and EdD. in Educational Leadership and Foundations from Brigham Young 
University. Powley’s dissertation, One-Teacher Primary Schools in England, Scotland, 
and Wales: A Secondary Analysis (1997-98), consists of in-depth interviews with women 
head teachers and includes an analysis framed by the educative elements of community, 
school, curriculum, pupils, and head teachers. Her work also includes curricula writing, 
research, teaching, and speaking about women’s issues. Most recently she has taught the 
following courses: On Becoming an Active Scholar; Women’s Journeys: Recognizing the 
Plurality of Perspectives; Women Making Music; Women, Music, and Society; and 
Introduction to Women’s Studies. Her teaching and learning philosophy stems from her 
commitment to students, analysis of educative experiences, and honoring her students as 
they learn and form opinions beyond their initial understanding. She has given academic 
presentations at the National Rural Education Association, Getty Museum Education 
Conference, Utah’s Gifted and Talented Partnership Conference, The American Musical 
Instrument Society, and many educational conferences throughout the United States. 
Honors received include: Sigma Alpha Iota, Music Honor Sorority; Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society; National Rural Education Association Dissertation Award; Museum Education 
Leadership Recognition, Brigham Young University; and as a member of The University 



of Rochester Alumni Association she was recognized for distinctive service in the spirit 
of Susan B. Anthony. 
 

• Designation                    Associate Lecturer 
• Organization                  Women’s Research Institute 

   Brigham Young University. 
• Postal Address               Provo, Utah 84602  
• Email address                epowley@byu.edu, 

 
*** 

Pratt Jane 
 

Jane Pratt is the former President and CEO of The Mountain Institute, 
http://www.mountain.org, dedicated to conserving the environments, communities and 
cultures of the world’s mountains.  She is also a founder of Mountain Forum, a global 
network for sharing information among those who work in and on mountains 
http://www.mtnforum.org. She served as coordinator of the UN Focus Group on 
Mountains for the International Year of Mountains. 
Dr. Pratt is also a founding Partner of EcoLogica, a consulting firm focused on ecological 
and economic sustainability. She is a recipient of UNEP’s Global 500 Award for her 
leadership in creating and heading the World Bank’s environmental operations and 
strategy division, and leading the World Bank’s involvement in the Earth Summit in Rio 
de Janeiro. She holds an ScB in Zoology from University of Michigan, and a PhD from 
MIT where she specialized in political and economic development. 
 

• Organization:    The Mountain Institute 
• Expertise:     Integrated Conservation and Development; Program 

and Project design, management and evaluation 
• Areas:     Global 
• email:      dpratt@mountain.org 

 
 

*** 
Reyes Gerardo Lopez 

 
Gerardo Reyes Lopez, professor at the Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua,  is Director 
of Post Graduate Studies. He has been a leader in promoting higher education for the 
Raramuri students in Chihuahua, Mexico. He has worked extensively in promoting post 
graduate education for teachers in the public school system of Chihuahua, Mexico. Reyes 
Lopez has conducted numerous studies of the educational system of the State of 
Chihuahua and has been actively involved in research in the border city of Juarez, 
Mexico. He teaches several classes in education to teachers seeking post-graduate 
degrees at the Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua at the Chihuahua and Juarez 
campuses of the UACH. His current research involves analyses of the lives of Raramuri 
immigrants to urban centers.  
 



• Designation                    Professor 
Director of Post Graduate Studies 

• Organization                  Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua 
• Postal Address               Av. Escorza No. 900, Zona Centro. CP. 31000 

Chihuahua, Chih., México 
• Phone:    +52-614-442-00-94 

 
*** 

Roby Jini L.  
 

Jini L. Roby, JD, MSW, MS is an associate professor of social work at Brigham Young 
University where she teaches US social welfare policy and global child welfare. She has 
researched child welfare issues such as international adoption, child nutrition, barriers to 
education, child trafficking and orphan care options in the Pacific and in Africa. She has 
assisted governments in developing in-country and international adoption policies and 
trained practitioners on best adoption practices. For the past several years she has focused 
on the global orphan crisis and the appropriate policy and practice development in 
response. Currently she is involved in a project to provide succession planning services to 
parents who are terminally ill. Prior to joining the faculty at BYU, she was an attorney for 
abused and neglected children in Utah’s public child welfare system. In 1984 she founded 
the Family Support and Treatment Center in Orem, Utah and directed it for several years 
before entering law school. She has received the Governor’s Award for Achievement, a 
service award from the Korean American Society of Utah and recently the Order of the 
Coif from the J. Reuben Clark School of Law at BYU for her legal and scholastic 
contributions 
 

• Designation                    Associate Professor 
• Organization                  School of Social Work, 

   Brigham Young University. 
• Postal Address               Provo, Utah 84602  
• Phone:    801-422-5085 
• Email address                jini_roby@byu.edu 

 
*** 

Reineke Sandra 
 

Sandra Reineke, assistant professor of political science and women’s studies, is a political 
theorist with a Ph.D. from Indiana University, Bloomington (2004).  Her research and 
teaching interests are in the areas of feminist political theory, democratic theory, 
citizenship studies, sexual and reproductive politics, and comparative gender politics.  
Reineke has written about the French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir and the French 
postwar liberation movement, and is currently conducting a comparative study of national 
laws governing new reproductive and genetic technologies (NRGTs).  She will be 
conducting research this summer for this project in specialized archives in Paris, France, 
as well as giving a public talk at the Ch.-Albrechts Universität in Germany. 
 



• Designation                    Assistant Professor 
• Organization                  Department of Political Science and  

Women's Studies Program 
   University of Idaho 

• Postal Address                Administration Building 205 
Moscow, ID 83844 

• Phone:     208-885-6325 
• Email address                sreineke@uidaho.edu 

 
*** 

Rudaz Gilles 
 

Gilles Rudaz is a geographer, visiting post-doctoral scholar at the University of 
California-Berkeley supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation. He obtained 
his Ph.D. from the University of Geneva (Switzerland) in 2005. He is interested in 
mountain politics and policies. His researches address the organization of mountain 
interests, the creation of mountain groups and their transnational relations, and the 
international rise of mountain issues. He focuses on how mountain groups defend their 
territories as life spaces and argue their legitimacy to define the development and 
planning options. 
 

• Designation:    Postdoctoral researcher 
• Organization:    Environmental Policy and Planning Group, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
• Expertise:    Communities, Transnational networks, 

Environmental politics. 
• Areas:     Europe, Alps, Switzerland, USA. 
• Postal Address:   77 Massachusetts Avenue, # 9-316, Cambridge, 

MA 02139-4307, USA 
• Phone:    617-253-1367 - office 
• Fax Number:    617-253-7402 
• Email address:   rudaz@mit.edu 
• Website:    http://web.mit.edu/rudaz/www/ 

 
*** 

Saedi David 
 

David Saedi is CEO of CERTIPORT. During his six-year tenure with Certiport, David 
has been instrumental in helping grow the company from start-up to the leading provider 
of global, performance-based certification programs and services. David has played an 
integral role in cultivating the company's relationship with Microsoft, working jointly on 
strategy planning and implementation of Microsoft Office Specialist certification. He also 
has headed Certiport efforts to diversify into new markets. David has more than 20 years 
of management experience in numerous industries.  
Prior to joining Certiport, he served as Vice President of Business Development for 
CENTRA. In this capacity, he worked with the president of the company to restructure 



CENTRA following its acquisition of Equifax Healthcare Systems. He is credited with 
re-engineering company initiatives and creating a quality assurance program as well as 
managing the construction of CENTRA's new $12 million headquarters. David also has 
served as Vice President of Marketing for Design Access, Deputy Executive Director of 
the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID), and as a senior analyst with the 
Servio Group. In his position with ASID, David's achievements included working to 
institute statewide legislation on behalf of designers and architects.  
David has a master's degree in business administration with an emphasis on marketing 
from the City University Business School in London, England; and a bachelor's degree in 
chemical sciences and management from the University of Manchester Institute of 
Science and Technology. He has completed several professional development programs 
and is a member of the American Management Association, American Society of 
Association Executives, and British Market Research Society.  
 

• Designation                    CEO 
• Organization                  Certiport, Inc  
• Postal Address                1276 South 820 East, Suite 200 

American Fork, UT 84003 USA 
• Phone:     888-999-9830, (801) 847-3100  
• Fax:     801-492-4160 
• Web-site                 http://www.certiport.com/ 

 
 

*** 
Saeed Rana Riaz 

 
Rana Riaz Saeed is a Development Economist and has over 16-years diversified 
experience in social and human development. His expertise includes social and economic 
upliftment of deprived and underprivileged segment of society by designing pro-poor 
project/program, applied research, emergency relief operation and advocacy and lobbying 
for their rights at National and International forums. Presently, he is working as Chief 
Coordinator of Development Advocates and Lobbyists, a Pakistani NGO. However, he 
has been working with/for some leading international social development organisations 
such as USAID, Oxfam-Novib, GTZ, ADB, UNDP, CARE International in Pakistan etc. 
in various capacities. He has written a number of analytical research papers and reports 
on Socio-economic and political situation of Pakistani communities. Following research 
papers and articles are worth mentioning. 
- The Economic Effects of Workers' Migration, a research paper published in daily 
The Frontier Post June 1991. 
- Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) in Pakistan submitted to MESCA 
Bureau, Novib. (Available at http://www.mtnforum.org/resources/library/esp99a.htm) 
- At Odds or At Ease? NGOs and Local Communities in World Bank Supported 
Projects in Pakistan, Study done under a joint venture of DevFound, Novib, Sungi 
Development Foundation and SAFWCO (Published in August 2001). 



- Advocating Women's Rights: The Movement in Pakistan March 2001: (Available 
at Mountain Forum's On-line Library 
http://www.mtnforum.org/resources/library/saeer01a.htm) 
- Future Challenges to NGOs and Development Workers in Pakistan: A lecture 
delivered at Institute of Development Studies and Practices Quetta June-2002. Available 
at  http://econwpa.wustl.edu/eps/dev/papers/0501/0501007.pdf  
- Humane Governance for Human Security & Sustainable Human Development, A 
generic training module submitted to UNDP-PARAGON March 2003, Published.  
- Women Status in Pakistan under Customs and Values & The Controversial 
Hudood Ordinance 1979- December 2004. Available at 
http://econwpa.wustl.edu/eps/le/papers/0501/0501003.pdf  
- Women and Youth in Peace and Security: This paper outlines issues of peace and 
security in South Asia and China and its effect on women and youth. Presented at World 
Social Forum-2006 held in Karachi March 2006. 
In the upcoming conference at the USVC, he will present a paper Socio-Economic, 
Political & Gender Situation of Tribal Areas’ Women in Sulaiman Mountain Range –
PAKISTAN. 
 

• Designation                    Chief Coordinator 
• Organization                  Development Advocates and Lobbyists  
• Postal Address                House 447, Street 105, Sector I-8/4, 

Islamabad-PAKISTAN 
• Phone:      +92-333-3151-744 
• Email address    ranariaz@comsats.net.pk,   

rrs1960@yahoo.com 
 

*** 
Sakhi Nilofar 

 
     I am the founder of Women Activities and Social Services Association (WASSA), an 
Afghan NGO that seeks to promote women’s empowerment through social services, 
advocacy, and peace-building programs that strive to build the capacity of Afghan civil 
society in support of women’s activities. I designed advocacy and peacebuilding 
programs for WASSA which are implemented country wide in Afghanistan. 
I presented different papers related women’s empowerment, democracy and Islam, 
gender and culture, International conventions and women’s right and challenges 
confronting women’s movement in different international events. Currently in the United 
States on a Fulbright scholarship, I am pursuing a graduate degree in conflict 
transformation at the Center for Justice and Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite 
University, in Virginia. During my stay in the United States I also received a visiting 
fellowship at National Endowment for Democracy in which I studied the challenges 
confronting the women’s movement in Afghanistan. 
 

• Designation                    Founder 
• Organization                  Activities & Social Services Association (WASSA).  
• Postal Address                Baghe- Azadi Road, Jade-e e Gulistan, 



Herat, Afghanistan 
• Phone:     0093-7-040-275 
• Email address    nilofar.sakhi@emu.edu,   

sakhinilo@yahoo.com, 
wassa2010@hotmail.com 

 
*** 

Salas Sonia Dominguez 
 

Sonia Salas Dominguez is an Engineer in Food Industries with Msc. and Dr. Degree in 
Food Sciences (Kertйszeti Egyetem of Hungary). She has a 18 years experience in the 
field of agrobusiness research and promotion, mainly rural agribusiness (formulation of 
research projects applied, formulation of investment projects, design of methodologies, 
management of projects, planning--evaluation, extension and technical assistance) within 
Peru, the countries of the treaty Interamazonic and the Andean countries. Her current 
position is coordinator in latinoamerica for Oberle fundation and president of REDAR 
Peru at the country level.  
She get a implementation for the Regional Program of Integral Development (benefiting 
more than 150,000 families of the rural area) in 14 departments of  of Peru (Coast, Sierra 
and Rainforest). The principal component was generation of income and employment 
mainly to young people and women. This work was done in Cбritas of Peru with an 
amount of investment USA$ 11’000,000.00. 
Her research on fields such as biotechnology for the recovery of biodegradable organic 
waste, generation of technologies appropriate for andean products processing and 
generation of methodologies for local development are involved with promotion in 
mountain communities and rural agroindustries promotion in andean region. 
She worked as an investigator associated of the International Potato Center (CIP) regional 
coordinator in postharvest, processing, and market, of the Andean food at the country 
level of the Andean ecorregion. 
 

• Designation:    Elected Representative, Latin America Mountain 
Forum, Mountain Forum Board. 

• Organization:    Rural Agroenterprises network ( REDAR ) 
• Expertise:     Rural agroindustry, rural development, participatory 

methodologies 
• Areas:          Latin America  
• Postal address:   Apartado Postal 12-056 La molina Lima 12 
• Phone:    51-1-349-4556 (o), 51-1-348-4646 (h),  

9-823-3907 (m) 
• Email address:    soniarul@yahoo.es,  ssalasa@lamolina.edu.pe,  

redarperu@lamolina.edu.pe 
• Website:    www.condesan.org/redar 

 
*** 

His Excellency Dr. Aleksander Sallabanda  
 



Aleksander Sallabanda, the ambassador of the Republic of Albania in Washington DC, 
was a professor of public health with a PhD from the University of Tirana, Albania 
(1994). He has a career in public health which mainly focused on health policy, health 
organization and control and prevention of infectious diseases. Ambassador Sallabanda 
served as Deputy Minister of Health of Albania during 2005-2006. He has published two 
medical books and several articles related to the eradication of polio, control and 
prevention of HIV- AIDS, TB and blood control. As Ambassador, Mr. Sallabanda is 
focused on developing and reinforcing bilateral relations between Albania and the United 
States with a specific goal of NATO membership for Albania in 2008. Other issues 
include growth of American investments in Albania, development and reinforcement of 
collaboration with American Albanian civil society and exchanges with different 
universities in USA.  
 

• Designation                    Ambassador of Albania 
• Organization                  Embassy of Albania to the United States 
• Postal Address                2100 S St NW, Washington, DC 20008 
• Phone:      202-223-4942 
• Fax:       202-628-7342 
• Email address                 info@albanianembassy.org 

 
**** 

Samanchina Jarkyn  
 

Jarkyn Samanchina is a Director for Development of a Kyrgyz environmental NGO 
“Bashat” Community and Business Forum (CBF) promoting sustainable development of 
local communities residing in remote mountainous regions of Kyrgyzstan with 
consideration of ecological issues.   
 
Jarkyn joined Bashat’s (CBF) core staff in September 2004 as a Projects Coordinator. 
She has worked on several interesting and important projects since then: pilot project 
“The Sacred Sites of Kyrgyzstan” funded by The Christensen Fund based in Palo Alto, 
USA, and administered by the British conservation organization Fauna & Flora 
International (FFI); “Capacity Building for Biodiversity Conservation in Kyrgyzstan 
(Sarychat-Ertash State Reserve)” funded by EBRD/IFC and administered by FFI, with 
technical input of Snow Leopard Trust (SLT) based in Seattle, USA; as well as the 
community based conservation component of SLT’s Snow Leopard Conservation 
Program in Kyrgyzstan. In the capacity of a Director for Development, Jarkyn is now 
responsible for Bashat’s (CBF) staff capacity building and development, public relations 
and fundraising activities.  
 
Jarkyn graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations (Magna Cum 
Laude) with concentration in “Third World Development” from San Francisco State 
University, USA, in May 1999. In July 2004, she completed her Master’s degree in the 
same field at Middle East Technical University in Ankara, Turkey. Her Master’s thesis 
was on the topic: “U.S. Foreign Policy Toward Central Asia: 1991-2003.” Jarkyn has 
extensive work experience with non-governmental and educational institutions both in 



Kyrgyzstan and the USA. She is a member of Sigma Iota Rho International Relations 
Honor Society.  
 

• Designation                    Projects Coordinator 
• Organization                  Bashat – Community and Business Forum,  
• Postal Address                102/22 Kalyka Akieva St.  

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 720010 
• Phone:      996-312-65-78-10 
• Email address                 jarkyn_sa@hotmail.com 

 
*** 

Sati M. C 
 

M. C Sati, reader in the department of economics, HN Bahuguna  Garhwal University , 
Srinagar (Garhwa), Uttaranchal ,India is a development economist with Ph.D.in 
agriculture economics (1994).  He is the key professional working on various issues ie.  
elementary education, health, community empowerment and human development in the 
Indian Central Himalaya Region (ICHR). He is also associated in various research 
projects and training programmes of National Institute of Administrative Research, LBS 
National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie Uttaranchal since 2000. At present he is 
coordinating a major research project titled‘Diversification,sustainable  livelihoods and 
mountain  agriculture in Central Himalaya of India’ 
 

• Designation                    Reader, Economics 
• Organization                  H.N. Bahuguna Garhwal University 
• Postal Address                P. Box-62 Srinagar (Garhwal), 

Pin 246174, Uttaranchal, India 
• Email address                 satimc@rediffmail.com 

 
*** 

Sattar Sarosh  
 

Sarosh Sattar is an economist at the World Bank. She is the Gender Coordinator for the 
Europe and Central Asia Region and the Lead Poverty Reduction Strategy Advisor for 
Central Asia and the Caucuses. She received her Ph.D. in economics from Cornell 
University (1990). She has worked at the World Bank, an international development 
organization, since 1991. She has a diverse background and her work encompasses 
macroeconomic analysis, social expenditure analysis, and poverty issues. 
 

• Designation                    Senior Economist 
Lead PRSP Advisor and ECA Gender Coordinator 

• Organization                  Poverty Reduction and Economic Management 
Europe and Central Asia Region, The World Bank,  

• Postal Address                1818 H Street NW, MSN H4-401,  
Washington, DC 20433  

• Phone:      202-473-2587  



• Fax:     202-614-0544 
• Email address                 ssattar@worldbank.org 

 
*** 

Semyonov Alexey 
 

Alexey Semyonov, the CEO&CFO of Advanced Language Systems International, is a 
compute scientist and a mathematician.  His professional work encompasses practical and 
theoretical system engineering, software development, and IT strategy formulation. In 
addition to the professional activities, Mr. Semyonov has a long-time involvement in the 
human rights movement, beginning with his 1970’s activities as a dissident in the former 
Soviet Union. He is a Vice-President and Member of the Board of The Andrei Sakharov 
Foundation (USA)as well as Member of the Board for The Andrei Sakharov Foundation 
(Russia). Both professionally and as a human rights activist, he has worked in many 
developing countries and participated in efforts towards economic development and 
democratization in places such as Russia, Armenia, Georgia, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, 
Azerbaijan, and others. 
 

• Designation                    CEO & CFO, 
Advanced Language Systems International, 
Vice-President & Director, 
The Andrei Sakharov Foundation 

• Postal Address                7112 Wesley Rd., Springfield,  
VA, 22150, USA 

• Email address                 alex@alsi-inc.net 
 
 

*** 
Shahnazarian Nona 

 
Nona Shahnazarian has been an Associate Researcher at Center for Pontic and Caucasian 
Studies and Lecturer, Kuban Social and Economical Institute (1999 to present), 
Krasnodar, South of Russia. She received her Candidate s Degree in Social Anthropology 
from the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Russian Academy of Sciences, (17 
May 2005) and has conducted fieldwork in Russia, Armenia, Georgia, and Nagorno-
Karabagh through grants from Memorial (Moscow), The Soros Foundation, The John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, and the Carnegie Foundation. Now she is doing 
her research study on Social/personal networks and Informal Economy in Caucasian 
Societies at UCLA, department of Sociology as a Fulbrighter. Her work encompasses the 
ethnography of the Caucasus, Gender studies, and the Informal Economies in post-soviet 
world. Her recent articles on the Caucasus include, The Virtual Widows of Migrant 
Husbands in War-Torn Mountainous Karabagh, in Haldis Haukanes and Frances Pine, 
eds., Women After Communism (Bergen, 2005); Nomadic Identity: A Case of Hemshins, 
in N. P. Kosmarskaya eds., Diasporas, # 4 (Moscow, 2004); The Ethics of Field Work 
Research (Antropologicheskii Forum SPb, 5. 2006); Informal Support Networks and 
Shadow Economies in the South Caucasus (Forthcoming in 2007. London, Routledge). 



 
• Designation                    Lecturer 
• Organization                  Kuban Socio-Economic Institute 
• Postal Address                32/113 70 Let Oktyabrya Street,,  

350089 Krasnodar, Russia 
• Phone:      007-861-261-5957  
• Email address                 shahnon@mail.ru 

 
 

*** 
Sherpa Dechenla 

 
Ms. Dechenla Sherpa is the Gender Specialist at the International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), which works in the Hindu Kush Himalayan range.  
 
Coming from the Everest region in Nepal, Ms. Sherpa has worked in the mountain areas 
all her life, with strong grass roots experience and speaks the true voice of mountain 
women. During her professional career, she has trained people from various religions, 
status and nationalities. Although she started her career in the field of Development 
Communications, she was destined to work on the issues of women's equity, and 
gradually evolve as a strong gender activist. She has been responsible for developing 
strategies that influence government policies, organising social exhibitions, media 
campaigns, product promotions, etc.  
 
A staunch believer of equity, Ms. Sherpa started her career at a very young age in conflict 
torn kingdom of Nepal, training women in the most rural mountain areas of Nepal. Ms. 
Sherpa is now responsible for trainings on gender issues in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan. She has written several articles 
relating to economic opportunities for women, gender blind policies, engendering 
sustainable development, etc.  
 
Besides her experience on gender issues, Ms. Sherpa has a strong passion for travel 
documentaries, focusing specifically on issues of poverty, tourism, environment, women, 
and community development. Coming from a predominantly ethnic village of the lower 
belt of the Everest region, in Nepal, Ms. Sherpa is a graduate of Delhi University, India 
and Tribhuwan University, Nepal, with professional experience as a journalist, as the 
youngest professional of UNDP Nepal, as a tourism professional, and as a Gender expert. 
 

• Designation                    Gender Specialist 
• Organization                   International Centre for Integrated Mountain  

Development (ICIMOD) 
• Expertise:                      Gender, Social Inclusion, Climate Change, 

Tourism, Mountains-Himalayas 
• Areas:                            Afghanistan , Bangladesh , Bhutan , China , India , 

Nepal , Myanmar , Pakistan 
• Postal Address               GPO Box: 1811, Kathmandu Nepal 



• Phone:             Office: 977-1-500-3222,  
Residence: 977-1-443-4619, 
Mobile : 977-985-103-0368 

• Fax:     977-1-500-3299 
• Email address                Official: dsherpa@icimod.org ,  

Personal: dechen.sherpa@gmail.com  
• Website:                        www.icimod.org  

 
*** 

Sherpa Yankila 
 

Yankila Sherpa is the President of Federation of Woman Entrepreneurs of Nepal 
(FWEAN). She has served her country in the capacity of a State Minister and Assistant 
Minster for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation, and as a Member of Parliament (MP) of 
the Upper House of Nepal. She has remained the Hon. Secretary of the Caucus of 
Women MPs, Senate member of Tribhuwan University Council, the only Government 
University of Nepal.  
Coming from one of the most remote areas of Nepal called Olangchung Gola of the Mt. 
Kanchenjunga region, bordering Tibet and Nepal. Having to walk ten days from her 
mountain village every year  to go to school, Yankila Sherpa has  set an example of a 
survivor to fellow mountain women, being awarded nationally and internationally for her 
outstanding contribution in the field of mountain tourism and women empowerment and 
later on representing mountain women in the mainstream development, becoming the 
first woman State Minister of Tourism of Nepal. As a tourism professional, she has led 
the male dominated trekking industry of Nepal, by becoming the President of Trekking 
Agents Association of Nepal. Today she is  actively involved in  mountain development  
issues as the Advisor and Honorary member of the Mountain Spirit and  advisor of Nepal 
Mountaineering Association (NMA). As a tourism entrepreneur who has contributed 
significantly in  ecotourism  development , she has been recognized and awarded with the 
Abraham Conservation Award by World Wildlife Fund (WWF).  She has also  been 
awarded with the prestigious “Priyadarshani Award" as  the Outstanding Woman 
Entrepreneur of Nepal  in 19999 by Federation of International Women Entrepreneurs.  
 

• Designation                    President 
• Organization                  Federation of Women Entrepreneurs Association of 

Nepal (FWEAN). 
• Postal Address                Naxal, Nagpokhari 

P.O. Box - 1811, Kathmandu, Nepal  
• Phone:      443-4632/443-4619/442-9358  
• Email address                 snowlprd@trek.wlink.com.np 

 
 

*** 
Shilling John  D. 

 



John D. Shilling has spent his career promoting economic development and encouraging 
sustainability.  He earned his PhD in Economics from MIT in 1971, taught at Boston 
College, advised the Moroccan government in national planning, and worked nearly 30 
years at the World Bank.  His work at the World Bank covered research into key 
development issues, developing national country planning models, managing country 
programs in North Africa and East Asia, and leading the World Bank’s efforts in the 
Brady Plan to assist highly indebted countries come through the debt crisis.  He laid the 
basis for the World Development Report program, helped Morocco reform its economy 
while resolving its debt problem, authored Managing Capital Flows in East Asia (1996), 
which highlighted the issues that led to the Asian financial crisis, and led the Public 
Expenditure Review in Indonesia to help restructure the economy after the crisis.  He was 
the Secretary to the Policy and Operations Committees of the Managing Directors 1996-
1998, and served on the Bank-Fund Coordinating Committee for financial sector reviews.  
Over his career,  Dr. Shilling has increasingly focused attention on achieving sustainable 
development and respecting the environment.  He headed the World Bank’s effort to 
create a new Environmental Strategy and launch the World Development Report on 
Sustainable Development and then wrote the World Bank’s first evaluation of its 
environmental program.  After leaving the World Bank, he has worked with a number of 
environmental NGOs, including World Wildlife Fund, Conservation International, and 
the Millennium Institute, to promote sustainable development and protect the 
environment.  He consults for UN agencies and the World Bank, where he just completed 
an intensive study on the Infrastructure-Environment Nexus for the group of Evaluation 
Units of the major Development Banks.  He is a founding partner of Ecologica LLC, 
devoted to sustainable development. 
 

• Designation   Economist 
• Organization:    Millennium Institute 
• Expertise:     economic planning and forecasting; evaluation 
• email:      jed.shilling@verizon.net 

 
*** 

The Honorable Joe Shirley, Jr. , Navajo Nation President 
 

Joe Shirley Jr., 55, was born on December 4th, 1947 in Chinle, Arizona. He is of the 
Todich’iini clan, born for the Tabaahi clan. His maternal grandfather is Tsenjiikini.  
Shirley, raised by his grandmother since he was a toddler has called Chinle his home all 
of his life. He has a genuine love for people from all walks of life. He enjoys playing 
basketball, running and spending time with his family. One of his greatest enjoyments is 
lecturing on the Navajo way of life for self-development.  
He is married to Vikkie and they have six children, three daughters and three sons. His 
wife Vikki is Kiyaa’nni born for the Ma’iidesh giizhnni clan. Her parents are Victor 
Moses and Gladys Begay of Lukachukai, Arizona. 
A 1966 graduate of Chinle High School in Chinle, Arizona, Shirley went on to earn his 
Associates of Arts Degree in 1968 from Magic Valley Christian College in Albion, 
Idaho. His continued pursuit of education found him at Abilene Christian University in 
Abilene, Texas, where he obtained his Bachelor of Science Degree, majoring in Business. 



In 1978, Shirley earned a Masters of Social Work Degree (MSW) from Arizona State 
University in Tempe, Arizona. 
Shirley contributed sixteen years to the social services field, and from 1983 to 1984 he 
served as Executive Director of the Navajo Division of Social Services. 
His public service is vast, including serving on the Navajo Nation Council from 1986 to 
1999, where was the Chairman of the Labor and Manpower Committee, the Advisory 
Committee from 1987 to 1991, Chairman of the Tax Commission from 1991 to 1996, 
member of the Human Services Committee from 1991 to 1995, and member of the 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee and Chairman of the Ethics and Rules 
Committee form 1995 to 1998. 
Shirley was elected Apache County Supervisor in 1984, a position he recently retired 
from in January. 
In 1996, he was appointed to the Board of Directors of the National Association of 
Counties (NACo) in Washington, D.C., which comprises of over 3000 counties 
throughout the United States. He is also a member of the Economic and Community 
Development Committee of NACo, as well as received an appointment to serve as a 
member of the Advisory Committee to the President’s Commission of Sustainable 
Communities in Washington D.C. and from 1985 to 1991 he was a member of the Public 
Lands Committee.  
He has already gained national Native American attention, by being appointed by Native 
American leaders to co-chair both the BIA/Tribal Budget Advisory Council and the 
Sovereign Protection Initiative; he also is working with tribal leaders as a member of the 
Trust Reform Committee. 
Since taking office in January as the President of the Navajo Nation, Shirley has 
successfully led the Shirley-Dayish administration in moving the Navajo Nation forward 
with the priorities set forth by the Navajo people, including initiatives in education, 
scholarships and economic development, among others.  
President Joe Shirley Jr., has a true commitment to serve the Navajo Nation, by giving 
power back to the Navajo people. 
 

• Organization                   Navajo Nation  
• Postal Address                Navajo Nation Office of the President and  

Vice President, P.O. Box 9000 
Window Rock, Arizona, 86515 

• Phone:       928-871- 6352 
• Email address                 info@navajo.org 

 
*** 

Snedegar Keith 
 

Dr. Keith Snedegar is Professor of History and Chair of the History and Political Science 
Department at Utah Valley State College, where he has taught since 1994. Originally 
from Grand Rapids, Michigan, he has degrees from the Universities of Michigan, 
Edinburgh, and Oxford. He has been a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of 
Cape Town and visiting scholar at North West University in South Africa. Professor 



Snedegar’s research interests include the history of astronomy and indigenous African 
astronomical knowledge. He has several publications in these fields. 
 

•  Designation                    Professor 
• Organization                   Department of History & Political Science, 

   Utah Valle University  
• Postal Address               800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058  
• Phone:      801-863-8847   
• Fax:       801-863-7013 
• Email address                 Keith.Snedegar@uvu.edu 

 
*** 

Solomon Amanda Bingham 
 

Amanda Bingham Solomon graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in History and a double 
minor in Spanish and English from Brigham Young University in December 2006.  She 
is working as an intern at the Museum of Church History and Art in Salt Lake City.  She 
is currently conducting research on 1847 San Diego California, the Mormon Battalion, 
and the women who accompanied the Mormon Battalion on their march to California. 
 

•  Designation   Student 
• Organization    Women's Research Institute, Brigham Young 

University 
• Postal Address   1063E JFSB Provo, UT 84602 
• Phone                  801-422-8390 

 
*** 

Starr S. Frederick 
 

S. Frederick Starr is Chairman of the Central Asia Institute at Johns Hopkins University 
(SAIS) in Washington, DC.  His research has resulted in twenty books and 200 published 
articles.  
Dr. Starr was educated at Yale; Cambridge University, England; and Princeton.  Before 
coming to the Central Asia Institute he was founding director of the Kennan Institute for 
Advanced Russian Studies at the Wilson Center in Washington, president for eleven 
years of Oberlin College, and president of the Aspen Institute.  He founded the Greater 
New Orleans Foundation and is a trustee of the Eurasia Foundation. 
Dr. Starr has been closely involved with US policy towards Russia and Central Asia for 
thirty years and has advised four U.S. presidents. He maintains close ties with 
government leaders and independent figures in politics and culture on all the states he 
studies.  
 Dr. Starr is the recipient of five honorary degrees and is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 

• Designation                    Chairman  
• Organization                  Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, The Paul H. Nitze 



School of Advanced International Studies,    
        Johns Hopkins University 

• Expertise:      Developing Nations; Energy Issues; Islamic 
Religion, Culture and Law; Oil Politics  

• Areas:        Afghanistan; Central Asia and The Caucasus; 
Russia and the Former Soviet Union   

• Postal Address                Rome Building 631   
   1619 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
   Washington, D.C. 20036 

• Phone:      202-663-7720  
• Email address                 sfstarr@jhu.edu 

 
*** 

Stecker Alex 
 

Alex Stecker, senior lecturer, in the Department of History & Political Science and is the 
Political Science coordinator. Has a Ph.D. from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, in 
ancient studies, archaeology and the modern Middle East. He has spent several years on 
excavations in Israel and in other countries of the Middle East. He is in final draft of an 
article “The Abdication of Power” in the Bible. Much of his time is spent studying and 
watching the political events of the Middle East. 
 

• Designation                    Political Science Coordinator 
• Organization                   Department of History & Political Science, 

   Utah Valle University  
• Postal Address               800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058  
• Phone:      801-863-6917  
• Fax:       801-863-7013 
• Email address                 Alexander.Stecker@uvu.edu  

 
*** 

Her Excellency, Mrs. Zamira Sydykova 
 

Born in 1960 in Kyrgyzstan, Her Excellency, Mrs Zamira Sydykova graduated from the 
journalism faculty of Moscow State. In 1992, immediately after Kyrgyzstan separated 
from the former Soviet Union, Ms. Sydykova founded her country’s first independent 
newspaper, Res Publica. 
In 2000 Sydykova was awarded for the Courage by the Washington, DC-based 
International Women’s Media Foundation in 2000. 
In the wake of the democratic uprising in Kyrgyzstan in March, 2005, Ms. Sydykova was 
appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kyrgyz Republic to the 
USA and Canada. 
 

•  Designation                    Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan 
• Organization                   Embassy of Kyrgyzstan to the United States 
• Postal Address                2360 Massachusetts Ave, NW,  



Washington, DC 20008. 
• Phone:      202-449-9822, 202-449-9823    
• Fax:       202-386-7550  
• Email address                 consul@kgembassy.org 

 
*** 

Taabaldiev Kuban 
 

Kuban Taabaldiev, Fulbright Scholar, is professional journalist and media manager with 
a Ph.D. from the Moscow State University in 1993. He has been the director of Kyrgyz 
National news agency “Kabar” in 1998-2006. He was the PAO’s  assistant  of the USIA 
Bishkek office in 1995-96 and producer of the Central Asian and Caucasus service of the 
WS BBC in London (UK) in 1996-98. His present research focuses on political, 
economical situation and education in the Kyrgyz Republic and Central Asia, and on 
transition period of CIS. He has written an analytical materials, related to the political 
situation in Kyrgyz Republic, specifically about the abolishing the death penalty and 
present situation in Kyrgyz media. He will be performing research this summer 
concerning media development in rural areas of the USA and then he plans to use it for 
rural media development in the Kyrgyz Republic  
 

• Designation                    Journalist  
• Organization                   Department of Communication 

       Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University 
• Postal Address               720040 Djal campus, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
• Phone:                  +996-312-50-13-55 
• Fax:                                 +996-312-90-17-69 
• Email address                 K.abdymen@gmail.com  

 
*** 

Tewari Basant K. 
 

Dr. Basant K. Tewari (b.10th Jan.1968) is  an academician. He holds Master’s level 
qualifications in Economics, Pedagogy, Environmental Science and a Doctoral Degree in 
Environmental Education.  
Presently he is associated with Indira Gandhi National Open University at the Study 
Centre, Almora (Uttaranchal) as an Academic Counsellor (Env. Studies). He has been 
working in the field of Environmental Education and Anthropogenic Environmental 
Hazards Mitigation & Management for past ten years.  
More than 15 research papers published and 10 research studies to his credit. 
 

•  Designation                    Academic Counsellor (Env. Studies)  
• Organization                   Indira Gandhi National Open University 

at the Study Centre, Almora (Uttaranchal) 
• Postal Address                c/o G.I.C. Bhujan, Almora. 263645,   

(Uttaranchal) INDIA.   
• Phone:      009-41-294-3299 (Mobile) 



• Email address                 tewari_cee@yahoo.co.in 
 

*** 
Tikhomirov Alexei 

 
Alexei Tikhomirov from 1992 till now is UNDESA, Chief, Asia and Transition 
Economies Unit (Transition Economies and Free Zones Section, 1992-94). He has a 
degree of a Doctor of Economics with a concentration in Management, Moscow 
University (1988) and Ph.D. in Economics, Moscow University (1977).  He was a Post-
Doctoral Fellow in MIT (1982-1983) and University of Maryland (1982). Areas of his  
responsibility include: -supervision and participation in substantive preparation and 
organization of operational research and training activities for developing countries of 
Asia and Transition Economies; - guidance and advisory services to national authorities 
in the field of socio-economic policy and macroeconomic management during transition 
to market-orientated structures; -provision of technical support and strengthening multi-
sectoral planning and management development programs and institutions; provision of 
substantive inputs to normative/analytical activities including papers, reports and other 
publications. He has published more than 80 books, reports, and papers on multi-sectoral 
modeling, forecasting, planning and management, socio-economic policies in countries 
with economies in transition  
 

•  Designation                    Chief 
• Organization                   Asia & Transition Economies Unit, UNDESA 
• Postal Address                Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

Two United Nations Plaza, Room DC2-2220 
New York, NY 10017, USA 

• Phone:      212-963-1070    
• Email address                 tikhomirov@un.org 

 
*** 

The Honorable Mr. Brett L. Tolman  
 

Brett L. Tolman was nominated by President George W. Bush on  June 9, 2006, and 
confirmed by the United States Senate on July 21, 2006, as the United States Attorney for 
the District of Utah. 
Prior to becoming U.S. Attorney, Mr. Tolman served as Chief Counsel for Crime and 
Terrorism for the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee and its Chairman, Senator Arlen 
Specter, from 2004 to July 2006 and Counsel for Crime and Terrorism for Chairman 
Orrin Hatch of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee from 2003 to 2004.  During his 
tenure with the Senate Judiciary Committee, Mr. Tolman was responsible for drafting and 
negotiating passage of several significant pieces of legislation, including the USA 
PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005 and additions to the Violence 
Against Women Act.  He also assisted in the confirmation hearings of Supreme Court 
Justices and nominees for the Department of Justice, including the Attorney General of 
the United States. 



He was honored in the April 9, 2005, issue of the National Journal as one of the most 
influential staffers on Capitol Hill. 
Mr. Tolman served several years as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the District of Utah.  In 
addition to working in the Violent Crime Section where he prosecuted a variety of felony 
cases in federal court, including homicide, illegal gun manufacturing, carjacking, 
robbery, money laundering and bank robbery, Mr. Tolman coordinated Utah Project Safe 
Neighborhoods, a federal anti-gun violence reduction program.  As Utah’s PSN 
Coordinator, Mr. Tolman worked with local, state, and federal law enforcement officers 
and prosecutors, community partners, and others to develop one of the nation’s most 
successful PSN programs.  More than 1,000 federal firearms cases were developed and 
prosecuted under Mr. Tolman’s leadership. 
Mr. Tolman clerked for U.S. District Chief Judge Dee Benson from 1998-2000 and was a 
litigation associate for Richards, Brandt, Miller and Nelson in Salt Lake City during the 
summer of 1997. 
 

• Designation                    United States Attorney (#8821) 
• Organization                   United States Department of Justice  
• Postal Address                185 South State Street, Suite 300, Salt Lake City,  

    Utah 84111  
• Phone:       801-524-5682   
• Fax:        801-524-4475  

 
*** 

Tsuladze Lia 
 

Lia Tsuladze is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Faculty of Social and Political 
Sciences at Tbilisi State University, Georgia. After graduating from Sociology 
Department in 1996, she continued her post-graduate studies at the university and in 2004 
defended her PhD thesis entitled “Autonomy and Sanctions in Socialization in the 
Context of Georgian Culture.” In the same year she became an assistant professor of 
Sociology at Tbilisi State University and Center for Social Sciences at Open Society-
Georgia Foundation. She delivers the courses in Introduction to Sociology, Quantitative 
Research Methods, Cultural Sociology, and Academic Writing in Social Sciences. At the 
same time, she is the Head of Sociology Section at Institute of Sociology and 
Demography at Ministry of Education and Culture of Georgia.  
At the moment, Lia Tsuladze is a visiting scholar at the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. At the same time, she is a Curriculum Resource Center (CDC) grantee at Central 
European University (CEU), Budapest, where she has developed a course in Cultural 
Sociology and is developing a web-based Course Portfolio. She is also working on 
INTAS project entitled “Patterns of Migration in the New European Borderlands.” She is 
an author of 7 articles and 1 textbook, also an editor of 2 books. Her research interest is 
cultural sociology, cultural semiotics, youth subcultures, and intercultural 
communication.    
 

• Designation                    Sociologist  
• Organization                  Faculty of Social and Political Studies, 



   Tbilisi State University, Georgia. 
• Expertise:                       Cultural Sociology, Cultural Semiotics.   
• Postal Address               11 Gamsakhurdia Ave., Tbilisi, 0171, Georgia.  
• Phone            +995-32-333-043; +995-93-213-812   
• Fax Number                    +995-32-291-334   
• Email address                likuna282003@yahoo.com  
• Website:                        www.tsu.ge 

 
 

*** 
Ulloa Sara 

 
Sara Ulloa was born in the Andean country of Peru. At an early age Sara came to the 
United States to pursue her studies at Brigham Young University. Eventually, she was 
given a position teaching Spanish at BYU and traveled with different groups of students 
to different areas in Mexico to perfect language skills as well as give humanitarian 
service to children in orphanages. 
Sara has also designed and taught Spanish for the community and professionals. She has 
worked with English-Spanish translations and interpretations such as BYU Cable 
Production around the World.  In addition, Sara has also worked with different 
humanitarian service organizations such as Help International and Chasqui Humanitarian.   
At present Sara is a Spanish Professor for the Languages Department at UVSC. She is a 
member of the UVSC Task Force for the Underrepresented Groups in Higher Education 
and advisor for the Capoeira and Hispanic Legacy Company Clubs. Furthermore, she is 
the Director for the Spain Study Abroad this Summer 2007 and will be involved with the 
29th Annual Language Testing Research Colloquium for the International Testing 
Association In Barcelona, Spain this coming June. 
Sara has committed her time and energy to teach, mentor and mold the students’ minds 
for a better future as they grasp language principles in the classroom.  She believes that to 
be a professor not only means to have knowledge of a subject but most importantly to be 
able to transfer  this information and energy to students who would want to learn and 
apply this knowledge in their own lives to broaden their opportunities in the future.  It is 
her wish that those students would be able to spread their wings and involve themselves 
in activities which will contribute to a better environment, especially throughout Andean 
nations. 
 

• Designation                    Assistant Professor 
• Organization                  Foreign Languages Department, 

   Utah Valley University  
• Postal Address               800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058  
• Phone:      801-863-6257 
• Email address                 Sara.Ulloa@uvu.edu 

 
*** 

Umetalieva Toktayim 
 



Toktayim Umetalieva is a famous public figure in Kyrgyz Republic, first woman 
Candidate to the position of the president in the history of Central Asia and Kyrgyzstan, a 
founder and publisher of unique independent weekly children’s newspaper “Ai-Danek” in 
Central Asia. The newspaper is laprize-winner  of a range of international competations. 
 She is also a Chairman of the second NGO Working group of Europe, Central Asia 
(post-soviet area) and Turkey NCO Assembly. The Association of NGO and NCO 
headed by Toktayim Umetalieva includes more than 300 nongovernmental organizations 
of the country and contributes a lot to the protection of civil society.   
        Her activity is related to the problems of Kyrgyz Republic.  Under her leadership 
have been realized a range of projects including on gender problems, the defense of rights 
of imprisoned children and women, protection of environment and ecological safety lives 
of the population located near the objects with radioactive withdrawals.  
Her organization is the part of several National Commissions, such as National Council 
on question of gender equity under the Administration president of Kyrgyz Republic, 
Commission on questions of ethics of official employees and so on.  
   She participated   in elaboration of large strategic programs of the country such as CDF 
(complex principles of a development), NSPR-1 (National Strategy of Poverty 
Reduction), NSPR-2, carrying out of the international actions such as international forum 
on “Strategy of a struggle against terrorism: political and legal mechanisms” in 
collaboration with the OSCE center in Bishkek and the Agency of political researches 
(Kazakhstan).  
Totayim is one of the developers of the state program on realization of children’s rights 
«Generation Next», international conference on "Enhancing security and stability in 
Central Asia: Strengthening Comprehensive efforts" in collaboration with the OSCE 
center in Bishkek, national forum “War and harmony are the principles of the 
development of a society” in collaboration with Assembly of Kyrgyzstan and so on. 
   She has state and international public awards. Married, mother of three children 
   The author of scientific articles, published in magazine « News from higher educational 
establishments » in 2004 on themes: « Women in a politics », « Strategy of a gender 
education », « Religious studies and theology: to a problem of demarcation of objects of 
research” 
 

• Designation                    President  
• Organization                  Association of NGOs and NCOs of Kyrgyzstan, 
• Postal Address                109/99 Turusbekova Street, 72001,  

Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 
• Phone:      996-312-66-10-44, 54-24-96, 69-8046 
• Email address                 ango@elcat.kg 

 
*** 

Uniyal V. P. 
 

Dr. V. P. Uniyal, Scientist associated with the department of landscape level planning 
and management, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, has obtained his Ph. D. in 
Zoology from Kurukshetra University, Haryana in 1988.  His research interests are in 
ecological studies in mountain ecosystem. He had been associated with the Great 



Himalayan National Park, Kullu, Himachal Pradesh and designed a long term ecological 
monitoring protocol for the park.  He has conducted studies of Naval Zone invertebrates 
in Indian Trans Himalayan region.  He has participated in Nanda Devi ecological 
expedition and documented ecological status of the park. Presently he is supervising 
ecological studies at landscape level in protected regions of terai conservation area and 
Shivalik mountains.  
 

• Designation                    Scientist 
• Organization                  Wildlife Institute of India 
• Postal Address               Post Box # 18, Chandrabani 

Dehradun - 248 001, Uttaranchal 
INDIA  

• Phone:            +91-135-264-0111-14 Ext. 120   
 Mobile: 0941-299-2869 

• Fax:      +91-135-264-0117  
• Email address                 uniyalvp@wii.gov.in 

 
*** 

Uniyal Bhagwati 
 

Dr. (Mrs) Bhagwati Uniyal, Social Scientist, associated with NAVDANYA, has obtained 
her Ph.D on Impact of Modernization on Urban Women of Himachal Pradesh, from   
HNB Garhwal University Srinagar, Garhwal in 2001. She has been conducting studies on 
empowering rural women through natural and social resource management, socio-
economic status and documenting indigenous knowledge of medicinal plants used by 
rural women of Uttarakhand Himalaya. 
 

• Designation                    Social Scientist  
• Organization                  NAVDANYA 
• Postal Address               105, Rajpur Road 

Dehradun - 248 001, Uttaranchal 
INDIA  

• Phone:            +91-135-274-3175,2749931   
 Mobile: 0941-299-2869 

• Fax:      +91-135-274-9931   
• Email address                 bhagwatiuniyal@rediffmail.com 

 
*** 

The Honorable Olene Smith Walker 
 

Olene Smith Walker was Utah's 15th (and first female) governor. Walker was born in 
Ogden, Utah. She received her bachelor's, master's, and doctorate degrees from Brigham 
Young University, Stanford University, and the University of Utah respectively. She is 
married to Myron Walker and is the mother of seven children and grandmother of 25 
grandchildren. 



Walker's political background includes eight years in the state legislature including a 
term as Majority Whip. She founded the Salt Lake Education Foundation and served as 
its director. She also served as director of the Utah Division of Community Development. 
She has chaired the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, the Utah State 
Housing Coordinating Committee, the Governor's Commission on Child Care, and the 
National Conference of Lieutenant Governors. 
She assumed the office of Governor of the State of Utah after former governor Mike 
Leavitt resigned his office to serve as Administrator of the EPA and later as Secretary of 
Health and Human Services.  Olene Walker was the first female governor to be sworn in 
by a female Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court, Christine Durham. 
 

• Designation:    Former Governor  
• Organization:    Utah State 
• Expertise:     Rural Development 
• Areas:     Rocky Mountains, Utah 
• Email address:    olene@olenewalker.org 

 
*** 

Ward Carol 
 

Carol Ward, associate professor of sociology at Brigham Young University, has a PhD 
from the University of Chicago (1992).  Her work addresses issues related to the 
sociology of education, social change and development among rural populations, 
particularly American Indian communities in the United States and indigenous groups of 
the Ouelessebougou region of Mali. Ward has written about American Indian education 
issues at both the secondary and college levels, and the impact of development projects 
on women, families and communities in  Mali, West Africa.  Most recently she published 
Native Americans in the School System: Family, Community, and Academic Achievement, 
AltaMira Press (2005) and “Meaningful Learning? Gendered Experiences with an NGO 
Sponsored Literacy Program in Rural Mali” (2006). Her current research involves assessing 
the effectiveness of reforms in math and science instruction at the tribal college of the 
Northern Cheyenne Nation in Montana. Other research projects are examining the impact 
of after school program participation on elementary and middle student performance in 
several Provo School District schools, and the effectiveness of innovative teaching 
strategies recently implemented in several types of primary schools serving rural and 
urban students in Mali. 
 

• Designation                    Associate Professor 
• Organization                  Sociology Department, 

   Brigham Young University. 
• Postal Address               2038 JFSB, Provo, Utah 84602  
• Phone           801-422-3047      
• Email address                carol_ward@byu.edu 

 
*** 

Wilkerson Julie 



 
Julie Wilkerson is a senior student at UVSC majoring in behavioral science.  She  is 
interested in the human condition and how humanity is oppressed by various 
governments.  She is also interested in gender studies having had a class last semester 
focusing on the objectification and repression of women.  She is interested in how 
women of various nations have overcome these hardships and managed to create 
equality. Anthropology classes she has taken have also sparked her interest in the extent 
to which societies and cultures differ.  Julie looks forward to exploring how different 
cultures deal with various gender issues around the globe. 
 

• Designation:     Senior Student with Major in Behavioral Science  
• Organization:     Utah Valley University  
• Email:     jules_nar@hotmail.com 

 
*** 

Willis Garth 
 

Garth Willis is a Ph.D. student at the University of Minnesota in Comparative and 
International Development Education with a focus on youth policy. He has 8 years 
experience in Central Asia in the fields of International Education, Youth Program 
Development, and Integrating ICT into Education, and Mountaineering. While based in 
Kyrgyzstan he developed computer training programs for students and teachers and later 
administered US student exchange programs. In Tajikistan , Garth implemented the US 
State Department Connectivity Internet in schools program from project design, to school 
selection, installation of technical equipment, training, and creation of online education 
content. As well as his work with formal organizations, he started his own non-profit, the 
Alpine Fund, that works with at-risk youth though education programs and mountain 
adventures in Kyrgyzstan . His current research involves reviewing the use of Internet for 
education in schools in rural areas. Immediately after the Women of the Mountains 
conference he will travel to Mexico City to visit schools in mountainous regions outside 
of the capital city. 
 

• Designation                    Ph.D. student 
• Organization                  Department of Education Policy, 

   University of Minnesota. 
• Postal Address                2267 Commonwealth Ave. 

   St. Paul MN 55108 
• Email address                garth@umn.edu 

 
*** 

Wilson David R. 
 

David R. Wilson is Assistant Professor of History and American Indian Studies at Utah 
Valley State College. He holds a B.A. and M.A. from the University of Kansas in 
Classics, and a Ph.D. in History from Brigham Young University. He is a former faculty 
member and administrator of Chief Dull Knife College, the community college of the 



Northern Cheyenne Tribe in southeastern Montana. His research focuses on community 
theory, emphasizing the modern energy boomtowns of the American West, and on the 
history of the Northern Cheyenne Indians in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He is 
an advisor to the Northern Cheyenne Tribal History Project of Chief Dull Knife College, 
and is a member of the Rural Sociological Society. 
 

• Designation                    Associate Professor 
• Organization                  History & Political Science Department, 

   Utah Valley University 
• Postal Address                800 West University Parkway, Orem, UT 84058 
• Phone:       801-863-6916        
• Fax:         801-863-7013      
• Email address                 David.Wilson@uvu.edu 

 
*** 

Woodward Scott R. 
 

Scott R. Woodward is currently the President and Chief Scientific Officer for the 
Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation and the Principal Investigator for the 
Molecular Genealogy Research Project. He received his Ph.D. degree in genetics from 
Utah State University in 1984. He did postdoctoral work in molecular genetics at the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute at the University of Utah. While at the University of 
Utah he discovered a genetic marker used for the identification of carriers and the 
eventual discovery of the gene for cystic fibrosis. He was also involved with the 
identification of other gene markers for colon cancer and neurofibromatiosis. From 1989 
to 2005, he was a faculty member of the microbiology department at Brigham Young 
University (BYU). While at BYU he has been involved with the Seila, Egypt excavation 
team, directing the genetic and molecular analysis of Egyptian mummies, both from a 
commoners' cemetery and from Egyptian Royal mummies. His research interests include 
the reconstruction of ancient and modern genealogies using DNA techniques with 
samples from all over the world, the tracing of human population movements by 
following gene migrations (including both Old and New World populations) and the 
DNA analysis of ancient manuscripts including the Dead Sea Scrolls. He has been the 
Scholar in Residence at the BYU Center for Near Eastern Studies in Jerusalem and a 
visiting professor at Hebrew University. His work has been featured both nationally and 
internationally on numerous programs including Good Morning America, Discovery and 
the Learning Channels. He is married to the former Ronda Ferrell and they are the parents 
of four sons and a daughter. They currently make their home in Alpine, Utah.  
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*** 

Woodworth Warner 
 

Warner Woodworth is a social entrepreneur and professor of organizational behavior at 
the Marriott School, Brigham Young University. He has been a consultant to major 
corporations and unions, as well as to local, national and international governments. Ten 
books of his research have been published, along with over 180 articles, chapters, and 
monographs, many of which focus on women and social capital in the informal economy, 
microcredit and NGOs. He has led the movement to prepare a new generation of college-
age global change agents for fighting poverty. Using his courses and the university as a 
social enterprise incubator, he has spun off over forty humanitarian projects in the past 15 
years--providing capacity-building mechanisms such as literacy, healthcare, 
microfinance, appropriate technology, worker-owned co-ops, etc. Two grew into full-
scale NGOs, HELP International and Empowering Nations, that have mobilized some 
700 students from numerous universities in service to the Third World poor. Over the last 
decade Warner has been a founder, board chair, and/or director of 15 other NGOs that in 
2006 alone raised $10 million and trained more than 210,000 microentrepreneurs in small 
business skills. These organizations now have a borrower client base in excess of a 
million individuals, most of whom are women. They receive microloans to establish 
income-generating family microenterprises that build self-reliance in 22 countries. 
Warner has received more than two dozen awards for his teaching, research, and 
humanitarian work from across the USA, and been featured extensively in the media, 
both domestic and international. He holds M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of 
Michigan, and has been a visiting scholar at several international institutions. As an 
advisor to numerous worldwide organizations seeking to foster civil society, Warner's 
mission is that of a catalyst to strengthen the emerging Third Sector and mentor a new 
generation of young social innovators. 
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   Brigham Young University. 
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*** 
Zucca Michela 

 
Born in 1964 she has graduated in History at University of Milan and then she has 
deepend the topic of ”Human Ecology” in Paris, Barcelona, Padoa and with long 
permanence in Central and South America. Since 1993 has dealt with the issues of local 
development in collaboration with Centre of Alpine Ecology (CEA) and other 
Institutions. She has been Project manager of the EU Project RECITE II ”Learning 



Sustainability” (1998-2002). From July 2003 she is involved in the EU Project 
INTERREG IIIC ”European Network of Village Tourism”. Since 2001 she is consultant 
of the European Union for initiatives in the field of Culture, Learning (especially 
”Leonardo”) and Environment (member of the panel of experts of the European 
Environment Agency). Since 2003 she is in the leading group of the ”Gender” issue of 
the UN FAO programme called ”Mountain Partnership”. 
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